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PREFACE. 

» 

The favourable reception which the first edition of 
this little book has met with encourages me to bring 
out a revised and amplified edition which, I hope, will 
be found less unworthy of the perusal of the literary 
world than the first one. I am sorry I could not 
succeed further in unearthing facts connected with 
the Agra Catholic Mission, which lie buried deep be- 
low the sods of antiquity, apparently destined never 
to see light again, and so the information respecting 
that institution which these pages contain is anything 
but exhaustive. 

The records of the Archdiocese of Agra, including 
the Firmans of several of the Emperors of Delhi, 
suffered much during the disastrous Indian Mutiny of 
1857-58, and the few fragments which have survived 
the catastrophe contain very little historical matter. 
Nevertheless I am extremely obliged to his Grace 
Mgr. Emmanuel Van den Bosch, the Archbishop of 
Agra, for his courtesy in supplying me with as much 
data as he could lay his hands upon. 

My grateful thanks are also due to Dr. A. Fiihrer 

(Ph.D.), Archaeological Surveyor, N.-W. Provinces 

and Oudh, and Curator, Lucknow Museum, for the 

assistance I have received from him in collecting 

general information, interesting to the student of 

Indian history. 

Lucknow, India,) „_„_„ „ 

March 21, 1895. 1 FREDERIC FANTHOME. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Agra was originally a village dependent on Biana, 
and Sikander Lodi made it his capital. But the old 
Agra of the Lodi dynasty lay on the left bank of the 
river Jumna, where traces of its foundations still exist^ 
The modern city on the right bank, which, at the 
time of the accession of Akbar, consisted simply of 
an old unsightly citadel built of bricks, is the work 
of Akbar, the actual founder of the Moghul empire 
in India. In A.D. 1565, Akbar commenced the 
Fort under the direction of Kasim Khan, an officer 
in the imperial service. It took about eight years to 
finish, and cost, it is said, above thirty-five lakhs of 
rupees. It is built of red sandstone, the stones being 
fastened to each other by iron rings which pass 
through them. The foundation everywhere reaches 
water. 

About twenty years later, a Catholic chapel was 
built in the heart of the city, by virtue of a Firman 
of the Emperor Akbar, and Divine Worship was 
held in it with every freedom amid alien races and 
creeds. By the blessing of God its altar has never 
been without incense since, and the Mission has 
flourished beyond all expectation. The following 
pages contain a brief history of its progress. 
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vni INTRODUCTION. 

During the decline of the Moghul empire, Agra, 
with the rest of the province, fell under the sway of 
the Marhattas and continued with them until 1803, 
when it was surrendered to Lord Lake. It was then 
made the head-quarters of a civil establishment, and^ 
later on, the seat of the Local Government. Shortly 
after the Mutiny of 1857-58, all the head offices 
were removed to Allahabad which is more central 
for the transaction of work than Agra. 
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CHAPTER I. 

AKBAR THE GREAT MOGHUL AND THE DAWN 
OF THE CATHOLIC MISSION AT AGRA. 

Historians and annalists have given graphic 
accounts of all and everything in Agra ; but they 
have said nothing, except in monosyllables, of that 
old institution, the Agra Catholic Mission, which 
has been in existence now about three centuries* 
Either those writers wanted to reduce a reality into a 
shadow — a " to be " into a " not to be " — or they had 
no data to go upon, the archives of the Mission not 
being accessible to the public. Be that as it may, I 
arti of opinion, that, religious considerations apart, 
the said Mission possesses an intrinsic interest, it 
having been, as I shall prove farther on, part of the 
warp in the loom of affairs the progress of which has 
terminated in the texture of the British rule in India. 
The Agra Catholic Mission, therefore, deserves a 
conspicuous place in British-Indian history, and I 
F, RA I 
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2 REMINISCENCES OF AGRA. 

make an attempt, with faltering hand, because of the 
magnitude of the task, to draw aside the curtain of 
oblivion that veils its annals at present. 

The reign of Akbar, the Great Moghul Emperor, 
was the era in which the Mission was established ; 
and as his name is inseparably blended with it, 
I shall not only have much to say on his behalf, but 
I must start with a brief account of that monarch — 
a monarch to whom indisputably belongs the first 
place amongst the rulers of Hindustan, and a bird's- 
eye view of whose life will, I have no doubt, be 
more interesting to the reader historically, religiously, 
and politically, than volumes on the life of any 
other potentate of the East. 

Akbar was the son of Humayun and Hamida 
Banu Begum who was afterwards called Mariam 
Makani. He was born on October 14, 1542, the 
second day after the march of his parents from 
Amarkot in Scindh, at a time when they were wan- 
dering about in dreary deserts, unfriended and for- 
lorn, when each sigh that they heaved brought forth 
the words of the poet — 

*' Sad is my fate «... 

The wild deer and wolf to a covert can flee ; 
But I have no refuge from famine and danger ; 

A home and a country remain not to me." 

Humayun was even destitute of means to make 
small presents to the few servants who were with him. 
Akbar's birth, therefore, was not attended with the 
pomp and pageant of an oriental royal house. I 
conceive that great men brought up in the school of 
adversity have, as a rule, none of the wayward and 
perverse characteristics of some of those who are 
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AKBAR'S BIRTH AND ACCESSION. .3 

brought up in the lap of luxury. Their minds are 
generally filled with the fear of God. For instance, 
Cyrus the Great, son of Cambyses and Mandane 
(daughter of Astyagus King of Media), whose name 
is associated with the rebuilding of the Temple of 
Jerusalem, was exposed as soon as born ; he was 
preserved by a shepherdess, and was afterwards what 
every good and virtuous sovereign ought to be (see 
Herodotus), All that Humayun possessed at the 
time of Akbar's birth was a pod of musk, and this 
he cut and distributed amongst his few men, saying : 
" May the virtue and glory of Akbar spread around 
like the perfume of this musk." A prophetic wish 
this ! which was shortly afterwards realized. 

Akbar succeeded his father in 1556 A.D., at the 
tender age of thirteen, Byram acting as his regent. 
There are excellent grounds for a parallel between 
Akbar and Henry IV of France, and between Byram 
and Sully, who were all contemporaries. Scarcely 
U.cCc^ Akbar been seated on the throne, when hostilities 
assumed an alarming aspect Delhi and Agra 
were wrested from him, and a small portion of the 
Punjab constituted all his empire. But by the 
valour and wisdom of Byram his lost sovereignty was 
regained. 

When Akbar was about eighteen, he dispensed 
with the services of Byram, and took the govern- 
ment of the country into his own hands. This circum- 
stance stirred up dissension between Byram and his 
royal master ; and ultimately Byram's distress became 
so great that he was constrained to implore mercy from 
the Emperor. Akbar received him with marked kind- 
ness and distinction, which so moved him that he burst 
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4 REMINISCENCES OF AGRA. 

into tears and threw himself at the foot of the throne. 
Akbar immediately stretching oiit his hand raised 
Byram, replaced him in his former position at the 
head of the OmrahSy and said to him, " If the lord 
Byram loves a military life, he shall have the govern- 
ment of Calpi and Chinderi ; if he chooses rather to 
remain at Court, our favour shall not be wanting to 
the great benefactor of our family ; but should devo- 
tion engage his soul to perform a pilgrimage to 
Mecca, he shall be escorted in a manner suitable to 
his dignity." Akbar's magnanimity towards Byram 
reminds the student of history of the nobleness 
of Henry IV towards Sully. Once the latter 
being profoundly agitated, threw himself on his 
knees to embrace those of his master. " What 
are you doing my friend ? " cried Henry. Then 
advancing towards the courtiers, " Gentlemen," said 
he, " learn all of you, that I love Sully more than ever, 
and that between him and me it is for life and till 
death." But to return to Byram. He preferred going 
on a pilgrimage, and, while on his way to Arabia, 
was basely assassinated by a personal enemy. Thus 
perished this brave warrior and enlightened states- 
man. - 

Akbar was extremely fortunate in the choice of 
his ministers. But as he was young, and youth 
unchecked is not unfrequently apt to be indiscreet, 
he loved luxury in the palace, yet he never neglect- 
ed any of the useful labours of the State. 

The Ain-i' Akbar i gives the names of some of his 
queens as under : — 

(i) Sultan Ruqiyah Begum, first wife. She 
had no issue. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



AKBAR'S WIVES. 5 

(2) Sultan Salimah Begum. She was a widow 

before she was united to Akbar. As a 
poetess, she is known by the nom-de-plutneof 
Makhfi, She is not to be confounded with 
Zebunnissa, a daughter of Aurungzebe's 
[also known as Makhfi ; her grave is to be 
seen in Akbar's Mausoleum at Sikundra]. 

(3) The daughter of Rajah Behari Mull. 

(4) The beautiful wife of Abdul Wassi. 

(5) Jodh Bai, a princess of Jodhpore. 

(6) Bebi Doulut Shad. 

(7) A daughter of Abdulla Khan, Moghul. 

(8) A daughter of Mian Mubarick Shah, of 

Khandes. 

In his latter days, Akbar passed a law that " no 
one was to marry more than one wife, except in case 
of barrenness ; but in all other cases the rule was 
* one God, and one wife/ " Of course this was opposed 
to the Mahomedan law which allows four wives 
unconditionally. 

It is strange that historians are at variance in the 
matter of the name and family of the mother of 
Akbar's son and successor, Prince Salim, afterwards 
known as Jahangir. Some say that honoured lady 
was Jodh Bai ; others name the daughter of Rajah 
Behari Mull ; others again name Sultan Salimah 
Begum ; while a. few confer that honour upon Mary, 
the Christian wife of Akbar. 

That Akbar had a Christian wife, and that her 
name was Mary, are, in my opinion, incontrovertible 
facts. De Laet, who wrote his Empire of the Great 
Moghul in 1631 A.D., that is, only twenty-six years 
after the death of Akbar, when the slightest circum- 
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6 REMINISCENCES OF AGRA. 

Stance connected with him was fresh in the memory 
of all, mentions in his description of the palace : 
'*one set belonging to Mary Makany, the wife of 
Akbar." Then, Keene's Sketch of the History of 
Hindustan says : " Akbar subsequently married at 
least two other foreign ladies, an Armenian, and a 
princess of Marwar. Preserving unmolested in the 
palace their chapels and their chaplains, these ladies 
would necessarily have their share in promoting the 
catholicity of the Emperor's mind and predisposing 
him to regard with favour Hindus and Christians/' 
Then, again, Louis Rousselet says in his India and 
its Native Princes : " Near Akbar's Mausoleum, 
beyond the enclosure, stands a vast ruined cenotaph 
enclosing the tomb of the Emperor's Christian wife, 
the Begum Maria." Even Sir William Hunter, who 
is the best authority on Indian History, says in his 
Indian Empire : " Another of his wives is said to 
have been a Christian." But I shall give yet another 
authority : the Catholic priests, who visited Akbar's 
court, mention Mary as one of the wives of the 
Emperor. And to crown all, I have seen an original 
document, bearing the seal and signature of Shah 
Alum, which shows that a pension had been allowed 
to Catholic priests by the recommendation of the said 
Queen Mary.* The document has the name Mariam 
(Mary), not Mariam-uz-Zamani, nor Mariam Makani. 

* Mariam's is not the only instance where a Christian lady, 
espoused to a Mahomedan potentate, has shown manificence towards 
the Church ; Sultan Mariam Begum, a daughter of one Dr. Short, 
who was a wife of Gaziuddin Hyder, one of the kings of Oudh, also 
settled monthly allowances on her descendants and the Catholic 
Church at Lucknow. These continue to this day — vide Aitchison's 
Treaties, Vol, II, 
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There is a tradition which I am inch'ned to believe, 
that Mary, who had a sister Juliana by name, was 
the daughter, by an Armenian mother, of one 
Dr. Martindell or Martingell (in the imperial service), 
and that she was married to Akbar, while Juliana 
who practised as a doctress in the seraglio was 
married to Prince Bourbon. In the list of the 
Emperor's wives given above, there is one who is 
mentioned (No. 4) as " the beautiful wife of Abdul 
Wassi," or, as I believe^ Abdul Massi (Massi signifies 
Messiah), Now it is a fact established by inscrip- 
tions on graves in the Catholic cemetery at Agra, 
that during the Moghul reign Christians bore Maho* 
medan names and Mahomedan titles, and I conceive 
Abdul Wassi or Massi was a Christian. Under the 
circumstance, I should not be surprised if " the beau* 
tiful wife of Abdul Wassi " was no other than Mary 
herself. The way in which his (Abdul Wassi's) name 
is mentioned in the A in shows that the man possess- 
ed no high social status, and a plebeian's widow, 
under ordinary circumstances^ Akbar was not like- 
ly to marry. He could not have an opportunity 
of seeing such a woman. Probably on account 
of her sister, Mary had been to the imperial palace, 
and when she became a widow Akbar made her his 
spouse. 

It is believed by some that Jodh Bai was the 
mother of Jahangir, and that she bore the title of 
Mariam-uz-ZamanL Jodh Bai, I can believe on the 
authority of Tabakat-i-Akbari, was the mother of 
Jahangir ; but she could not be the lady known as 
Mariam-uz-Zamani, for Jodh Bai died during the life- 
time of Akbar, whereas Mariam-uz-Zamani — whoever 
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this lady was — was alive for some years after Akbar's 
death ; inasmuch as Jahangir says in his memoirs, 
that, when he was on the throne, one of the anniver- 
saries of his birthday was celebrated by Mariam-uz- 
Zamani in her own palace. Very likely this lady was 
Sultan Salimah Begum, for we find from Elphinstone 
and others that, after his own mother's death, Jahangir 
was adopted by Sultan Salimah Begum who was 
closely connected with, and always took a deep 
interest in, him, and even tended his son Prince 
Khusru. 

The Emperor^s Palace* at Futtehpore-Sikri, though 
a mass of ruins now, contains on one of its walls a 
picture of the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. " The zeal of modern nioslems, " says Keene's 
Guide to Agra, " has destroyed the Virgin and great 
part of the angel, so that the figure of the former can 
be only partially traced, and the latter exists only 
by his wings. ** Hereditary mujawurs (a mujawar 
is a servant cm* any other man who attends the tomb, 

* On Akbar's return from Rantarobhar in A.D. 1569, he founded 
OQ the summit of a rising ground at Sikri, a village 24 miles soitth- 
west of Agra» has new palace of Futtehpore, or * Victory town,* 
the magnificent ruins of which compel, in the present day, the ad- 
miration of both architect and traveller. Sikri was doubly dear to 
Akbar, first, because the honoured and pious Pir Salim Muin-ud-din 
Chisti dwelt there ; and, secondly, because Akbar's sons, Salim, after- 
wards the Emperor Jahangir, and Murad» were born there in the house 
of the Pir on the 31st August 1569, and 7th June 1570, respectively. 
To commemorate this event Akbar made Futtehpore-Sikri a royal 
abode, built a stone fortification round it, and efected between 1569 
and 1 57 1 a large number of splendid edifices. The saint commenced 
a new monastery and a fine masjid near the royal mansion. The 
nobles of the court fired by these exanples, began then to build 
houses for themselves, &c. — Report of the Archaologital Survey of India 
Mogkul Architecture 0/ Futtehpore-Sikri, hy Edmund W.Smith (1894). 
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hermitage, or spot consecrated to a Mahomedan saint 
or person of rank) show this part of the palace to 
visitors as the place where the Emperor's Christian 
wife Mary, or Mariam, resided, Jodh Bai's place of 
residence being a separate building. So that Mary 
or Mariam, and Jodh Bai were two persons. 

Now the two points for consideration are: {a) 
whether or not there was a Christian lady named 
Mary or Mariam who was one of the queens of Akbar ; 
and {V) whether or not there is a picture of the 
Annunciation on one of the walls of the palace at 
Futtehpore-Sikri. The report of the Archaeological 
Department on Moghul Architecture of Futtehpore- 
Sikri, published in 1894, would seem to reject the 
first point and doubt the second. With regard to the 
former it says : " Bibi Mariam, one of Akbar's wives, 
is said to have lived here \MirianCs Kothi or 
Sonahra Makan\ and by some it has been supposed 
she was a Portuguese Christian, but as the chronicles 
of Akbar make no mention of his having contracted 
such an alliance, very little faith can be placed in 
the supposition. If he had done so, that most exact 
chronicler Abul Fazl would surely have mentioned 
it in his Ain-i-Akbari, but he does not, although 
he gives a list of Akbar's wives. On the other hand, 
he distinctly tells us that Mariam-uz-Zamani was 
the daughter of Rajah Behari Mull and sister of Rajah 
Bhagwan Dass, and that she was the mother of 
Jahangir." 

Manifestly Mr. Smith, the writer of this report, con- 
founds Mary or Mariam with Mariam-uz-Zamani — a 
mistake under which I, too, laboured at first. However, 
if my memory does not fail me, I think Rajah Behari 
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Mull's daughter has never been called Mariam-uz- 
Zamani by Shaikh Abul Fazl. But suppose Mr. Smith 
is right, the question for consideration is, not what name 
or title Rajah Behari Mull's daughter bore, but whether 
ornotAkbar had a Christian wife whose name was 
Mary or Mariam. Evidently Mr. Smith has had a very 
Cursory glance at the list of Akbar's wives given by 
Abul Fazl : in the first place, it is not in ext^nso^ a few 
names only having been given ; and secondly, the 
remarks attached to some of the names are not from 
the pen of Abul Fazl, but from that of the translator. 
Take for example the remark opposite the name of 
Sultan Salimah Begum ; in it the reader is asked not 
to confound this lady with Zebunnissa who was one 
of the daughters of Aurungzebe. Now how could 
this remark have been made by Abul Fazl, since 
Zebunnissa's father himself was not born in his 
time ? Then, as Beveridge very justly observes, the 
daughter of Behari Mull is mentioned by Jahangir, 
in his memoirs, in a way which seems quite inconsist- 
ent with the idea that she was his mother. Jahangir 
says, " she was in my father's harem, but no favourite 
with destiny, although possessed of uncommon 
beauty." No man would be likely to speak in this 
way of his own mother, and Jahangir would not 
have regarded a woman as no favourite with destiny 
who had the honour of giving birth to himself. 
Besides, Jahangir never called her Mariam-uz- 
Zamani. But everything else apart, there is no 
proof of this lady having been converted to Maho- 
medanism. On the contrary, there are traces yet 
existing in certain portions of the palace of sculptured 
representations of Hindu deities, and even of rooms 
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set apart for Hindu priests who helped the Hindu 
ladies of the palace in their worship. It was Akbar's 
policy to form matrimonial alliance with Hindu 
princesses and to allow them to continue in their 
religion, with a view to securing the confidence of 
his Hindu subjects and Hindu allies. To give Maho- 
medan names to those ladies would not be consistent 
with the said policy, for that would lend color to the 
supposition that they had been proselytised to Maho- 
medanism. Under these circumstances it is not 
likely that Akbar gave the Mahomedan name of 
Mariam-uz-Zamani to the lady in question. 

With regard to the second point as to whether or 
not there is a picture of the Annunciation on one 
of the walls of the palace, I must draw the reader's 
attention to the quotation from Keene's Guide to 
Agra given a few pages back. When Mr. Keene 
wrote his GuidCy he was the Collector and Magistrate 
of Agra which comprises Futtehpore-Sikri, and he 
had every opportunity of examining the fresco. I 
have no doubt, therefore, that Mr. Keene satisfied him- 
self on all points before he recorded his testimony as 
to its existence. Of course as a learned man and 
Christian he could not make a mistake in judging 
what the picture represents. Hence to my mind 
his testimony on the subject is conclusive. Now 
let us see in what terms the Archaeological Depart- 
ment describes the said fresco : " Upon the upper 
right-hand corner of the picture, " writes Mr. Smith, 
" is a canopy with a richly embroidered Persian top. 
It is supported on poles and probably covered 
some one of note to whom the heavenly messenger 
had been sent, but whether it was the Madonna 
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one cannot now say. * ♦ * The lower part 
of the picture represents a garden with a couple 
of people in it, one of whom appears to be a woman. 
The other is evidently a man. * * * At the 
woman's feet is a peacock and gliding away from the 
trunk of the tree is a serpent. If the painting on 
Fig. I portrays the Annunciation^ perhaps this is 
meant to depict the Fall in the Garden of Eden." 
In spite of this description by himself, Mr. Smith 
doubts elsewhere if the picture portrays the Annuncia- 
tion, Mr. Smith would not have the slightest doubt 
in the matter did he not so persistently reject the 
fact that Akbar had a Christian wife. 

The houses at Futtehpore-Sikri were erected 
between 1569 and 1571 when there was no Catholic 
priest in the Court, Father Aquaviva and others 
having arrived about the beginning of 1580, and 
Akbar himself, as shown by his letter to the Portu- 
guese Government which will be reproduced farther 
on, had no idea of Christian doctrines. Whence then 
did the Hindu and Mahomedan painters derive the 
idea of the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin ? 
Evidently it was either Mary or one of her rela- 
tions that instructed them. Probably the object of 
the drawing was to attract Akbar's attention to a most 
important doctrine of the Christian religion. And 
who can tell but that this very picture awakened in 
Akbar a desire to enquire into the Christian religion ! 
Hindus do not believe in the announcement made 
to the Blessed Virgin, and Rajah Behari Mull's 
daughter, a raw Hindu as she was, would be the 
last to have such a picture at her door. But this is 
not all. When Catholic priests came at Akbar's 
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invitation, they used one of the rooms of Mary's 
Kothi as a chapel. Now what does this establish ? 
Surely that the lady who occupied the house was one 
with them in religion. And suppose the picture of the 
Annunciation was subsequently drawn at their direc- 
tion, that would show all the more that the occu- 
pant of the house was a Catholic. 

Again, on the roof of Mary's tomb at Sikundra 
there is a marble cenotaph, the real place of inter- 
ment being exactly underneath in a subterranean 
vault which has been bricked up by the Protestant 
missionaries who have their printing press in the 
building. The cenotaph has not only no inscription 
on it, but even no takkti or tablet which is invariably 
carved on the tombs of Mahomedan women. Then 
there is not a single Mahomedan burial place of note 
where at least a few verses of the Koran are not 
inscribed. I do not remember having seen a single 
one anywhere throughout the building. In the 
absence of these Mahomedan symbols, one cannot 
help believing that the Mausoleum at Sikundra known 
as Rauza Mariam covers the bones of a Christian 
lady. I may remark here that, as the tomb of 
a queen, it should not have been used as a house 
of business, and the vault containing the grave 
should not have been bricked up. The tomb 
is a monument of vast interest and worth pre- 
serving. 

North-east to this building, a little way to the east 
of the main entrance to Akbar's tomb, are two vaulted 
houses — also made over to the missionaries I believe 
—with a vegetable garden between them. Mr. Smith, 
the Architectural Surveyor,N.. W. Provinces and Oudh 
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in his progress report to the Local Government for 
1894 (he mentions only one building though), speaks 
of the house or houses as "a fine specimen of domestic 
architecture," and adds that " it is said that Jodh Bai 
lived in it." I have visited the spot personally and 
found that the tradition on the tip of the tongue of 
the mujawars of Sikxindr a and others is, that the house 
belonged to Mariam, the Christian wife of Akbar. 
It is known as Kanch Mahal. The north end door- 
way has sculptured over it a goblet with a cup 
or glass on either side. From this I gather that 
the building was a sort of pleasure house, and visited 
now and again by Mary and her family who were all 
joined there by Akbar. Hence known as Mariam*s 
house. The proximity of her tomb inclines me all 
the more to this opinion. According to custom, 
Akbar could not suffer either a Hindu or a Maho- 
medan queen to indulge in an out-door pleasure, the 
leading characteristic of which was the goblet. 

But to revert to Mariam's house at Futtehpore- 
Sikri. I say the very ruins have a Christian air about 
them. Drawing-rooms and retiring rooms and open 
verandahs, with a garden in front i^nde Mr. Smith's 
sketches), are things which Mahomedan ladies of the 
sixteenth century never dreamt of. 

Shaikh Abul Fazl, Mr. Smith should know, has 
advisedly omitted even to drop a hint about 
Mary ; nor does he say anything in direct terms 
concerning the toleration of Christians in the 
Imperial Court. The reason is plain. Akbar 
.was invariably reproached by Abdulla Khan 
Usbag, ruler of Western Tartary, Abdul Kadir 
Badaoni, and several others, for his indifference to the 
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Mahomedan religion, and policy required that every* 
thing which showed Christian influence in the palace 
should be kept behind the scenes. As for other Maho- 
medan writers, Mary was a sore subject for them, she 
having been, in a great measure, the cause of the spread 
of Christianity in the palace and in the imperial 
dominions, and they have wreaked their malice on her 
by obliterating her name from the pages of history. 
Hut they have done more, they have applied the 
sponge to everything which redounded to the honour 
of the religion of the Cross. Akbar revered the 
Christian religion, gave donations for the building of 
churches, endowed lands, and settled allowances on 
priests. The Mahomedan historians are silent on all 
these subjects. Now is that any reason why historical 
facts should be looked upon as fairy tales ? The Church 
in Agra, which stands to this day, is a self-evident fact 
requiring no proof. The other facts, too, are proved 
by Firmans from Akbar downwards, the last docu- 
ment, being a Sanad from Lord Lake, granted in 
1803. Thus native history is not always the best 
criterion to judge by, and its reticence on any one 
subject should not make us reject the writings 
of other contemporary writers of respectability, be 
their nationality what it may. 

In an article contributed by Colonel Kincaid, 
late of the Indian Political Service, to the Asiatic 
Quarterly Review ^ for January 1887, that gentle- 
man writes : " In the latter half of the six- 
teenth century (1560 A.D.) John Phillip Bourbon 
of Navarre, who was a member of the younger 
branch of the family of Henry IV, sailed for India, 
having, tradition relates, been lobliged to leave 
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France because he killed a relative of high position 
in a duel. He landed at Madras, a priest and two 
friends accompanying him. The two latter died on 
the voyage, and the priest remained at Madras ; but 
John Phillip Bourbon, sailing on to Bengal, went 
thence to Delhi and sought an interview with the 
Emperor Akbar. On hearing of the high rank of 
the exile, the Emperor sent for him, and being inter- 
ested in his story, treated him with much favour and 
distinction, eventually appointing him to a post at his 
court. Not long afterwards, the Emperor being much 
pleased at his courtly bearing and conduct, and 
desiring to retain his services, offered him in marriage 
the Lady Juliana, sister of the Emperor's Christian 
wife, who on account of her skill and knowledge 
of the European system of medicine, had charge of 
the health of the imperial ladies. This marriage was 
duly solemnized, whereupon the Emperor conferred 
upon his brother-in-law the title of Nawab, and 
placed the imperial seraglio under his care, and the 
Lady Juliana was included in the select band of the 
imperial sisters. * * * The honourable office con- 
ferred on Bourbon remained in the possession of 
the family until the sack of. Delhi by Nadir Shah in 
the year 1737." Colonel Kincaid gives a genealogical 
tree of the descendants. I do not see how we can 
get rid of the fact of the Lady Juliana's marriage with 
Bourbon. A serai also exists near the city of Delhi, 
known as Juliana Serai. If nothing else, at least this 
serai proves that there was a Juliana who, as Colonel 
Kincaid says, was the "sister of the Emperor's Chris- 
tian wife." Nor can it be doubted that there was such 
a person as John Phillip Bourbon, because there is a 
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goodly number of his descendants in Bhopal, in Cen- 
tral India, some of whom hold high positions under 
Her Highness the Begum of that place. The Pioneer 
of Allahabad, says in its issue of May 17, 1886 : — 
** The descendants of John de Bourbon, after having 
served several Emperors with glory, and been reward- 
ed with many honours by them, declared themselves 
independent at Sirguh in Malwa," and that, "they 
were themselves dethroned by a French adventurer 

Captain Jean Baptiste Fantome."* 

« « « « 

It is urged that Akbar having put himself down 
for a representative of God on earth, made people 
prostrate themselves before him, and thus received a 
homage permitted only to God. Anybody having 
an idea of the customs of an oriental Imperial Court, 
will not say aught against Akbar on the latter score. 
The Eastern custom of prostration is so well known 
to scholars, that Dr. Johnson, while describing the 
amazement of the Princess Nekayah after she had 
escaped from the Happy Valley, puts the following 
words into the mouth of Rasselas : " And the prin- 
cess was frighted because those that came into her 
presence did not prostrate themselves before her." 
** Aking," says Lord Bacon, " is a mortal god on earth, 
unto whom the living God has lent His own name as 
an honour." And St. Paul the Apostle calls rulers 
"the Ministers of God," "to whom all men must 
render their dues — tribute to whom tribute is due, 
custom to whom custom, fear to whom fear, honour 
to whom honour " — Romans, Chap. XIII, Different 
countries have different modes of paying obeisance 

* We now spell our name Fanthome. 
F, RA 2 

» 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1 8 REMINISCENCES OF AGRA* 

to rulers, and none but a narrow-minded hypercritic, 
like Abdul Kadir Badaoni, will take exception to 
any of them. By bowing before a sovereign we bow 
to the Great Sovereign Majesty who has appointed 
him for the well-being of His creatures. 

It is most singular, that others who have been real- 
ly guilty of either sacrilege or blasphemy have not 
been made a butt of attack as Akbar has been. For 
instance, Nadir Shah, after he had taken possession 
of the palace and throne of Delhi, on the 8th March 
1740, coined money bearing this legend : 

" King over the kings of the world 
I3 Nadir, king of kings, and lord of the. period.*" 

However, in point of fact, Akbar— if Ain-i-Akbari 
is not a fiction — discontinued the old custom of 
prostration. Abdul Kadir Badaoni, who, to say the 
least of him, was very sparing of compliments to 
Akbar, admits that " Akbar sometimes passed whole 
nights in thought of God." The Ain adds : "Ar- 
dently feeling after God, and searching for truth, his 
Majesty exercises upon himself both inward and 
outward austerities, though he only occasionally 
joins public worship in order to hush the slandering 
tongues of the bigots of the present age. But the 
great object of his life is the acquisition of that 
sound morality, the sublime loftiness of which capti- 
vates the hearts of thinking sages and silences the 
taunts of zealots and sectarians." It is, therefore, a 
contradiction to say that Akbar, a godly man as he 
was, put himself down for a divine being, or claimed 
divine homage for himself. 

With regard to the imputation that Akbar wor- 
shipped the sun, I need only reproduce Abul Fazl's 
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refutation as contained in the -4/;*; "Should I not 
rather dwell on the perverseness of those weak-mind- 
ed zealots who with much concern talk of His Majes- 
ty's religion as of a deification of the sun, and the 
introduction of fire-worship? But I shall dismiss 
them with a smile." All Akbar did was to tolerate 
Hindu form of worship — as he tolerated other forms 
of worship — by his Hindu queens, and in order to . 
please them he probably even joined them now and 
again. Akbar's prayers in private, some of which 
have been reproduced by Frederick Augustus, Count 
of Noer, leave no room to doubt that he firmly 
believed that God Almighty is the First Principle of 
all principles ; the Monarch and Lawgiver of the uni- 
verse ; the First and Efficient Cause of all the order, 
and harmony, and beauty, and excellency, and good- 
ness which pervade the universe, Who is called, by 
way of pre-eminence and excellence, the Supreme 
God, the God over all. It was this Supreme Being 
whom he worshipped and adored. 

It is denied by some that Akbar had a leaning 
towards the Christian religion. Now it is a fact re- 
corded by Mahomedan historians themselves, that 
Akbar sent for Catholic priests. But he did not stop 
there. He introduced a religion of his own — which 
was advisedly suppressed later on — which comprised 
many Christian tenets. Then it is no secret that 
he got one of his sons instructed in the Christian 
faith and subsequently baptised (Dr. Hunter writes, 
"he ordered his son. Prince Murad, when a; child, 
to take lessons in Christianity ") ; that he adorn- 
ed some, of his rooms with Catholic, paintings, 
and kept the Bible in his palace ; that he observed 
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Sunday as a " blessed day throughout the imperial 
dominions, on which killing animals was interdicted," 
as testified by Tmuk-i-Jahangiri (see translation by 
W. H. Lowe, M.A., Hebrew Lecturer, Christ Church 
College, Cambridge). But the rigid Badaoni himself 
says : " The daily prayers, the fasts, and prophecies 
were all pronounced delusions, as being opposite to 
sense. Reason, not revelation, was declared to be 
the basis of religion. Europeans also paid visits to 
the king, and he adopted some of their rationalistic 
tenets. * * * In A. H. 986, the mission- 
aries of Europe • ♦ * brought their 
Gospel to the King's notice, advanced proofs of the 
Trinity, and affirmed the truth, and spread abroad 
the knowledge of the religion of Jesus which his 
Majesty believed. The King ordered Prince Murad 
to learn lessons from the Gospel, and to treat it 
with all due respect. * * * Instead of the 
inceptive * Bismillah* the following ejaculation was 
enjoined : — * In nomine Jesu Christi' ♦ * * 
Shaikh Faizi added to this, * Praise be to God ! there is 
no one like Thee — Thou art He !* " — Tarikh-i-Bada- 
oni reproduced by Sir H. M, Elliot. Now if these facts 
— and the authorities I have given are incontestable — 
do not show his leaning — perhaps there would not 
be much impropriety if I said his faith — towards 
the Christian religion, I fail to see what else can. 
To be sure, Akbar's demeanour sometimes savoured 
of indifference to that religion ; but we must not 
shut our eyes to the fact that Akbar, as a Mahome- 
dan ruler over Mahomedans, was obliged, to simulate 
now and again, lest he should expose bis throne to 
danger. 
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A reflecting mind cannot help noticing, that, from 
the time of his birth, Akbar was surrounded by 
circumstances which not only excited in him the love 
and fear of God, but engendered in him a fervent 
devotion to the Saviour and all connected with him ; 
and that things were so preordained that he even- 
tually became the support of the religion of the 
Cross throughout his vast dominions. St. Francis 
Xavier, whose reputation as an apostle resounded 
throughout India, was alive till Akbar was about 
ten years of age, for the Saint departed this 
life in 1552 A.D. In 1556, King John III of 
Portugal issued a decree appointing a commission of 
learned men and jurists to enquire into the miracles 
wrought by that Saint. Akbar was then on the 
throne. Now it is not likely that the commission 
travelled about in India without the permission of 
its sovereign. Nor is it likely that Akbar, who 
had an enquiring mind, did not acquaint himself 
with the result of the labours of the commission 
which established the Saint's miracles on the 
evidence of reliable witnesses of every shade of 
religion, scattered over all parts of India where 
he had preached the Gospel with miraculous ma- 
nifestations, before thousands and tens of thou- 
sands of spectators, and baptised thousands of 
idolators, he having baptised about ten thousand 
men in Travancpre alone in the space of one month. 
The Mangalore diocese is even at the present day 
full of native Catholics whose forefathers — mainly 
Brahmins and Kshatries — had been converted in the 
sixteenth century in the days of St. Francis Xavier. 
It must be conceded then, that Akbar knew of the 
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extraordinary doings of St. Francis, and that they 
made an indelible impression on the virgin wax of 
his mind. This impression which was the parent of 
his devotion to the Messiah, but which remained 
dormant during the first few years of his reign, 
was revived and considerably deepened subsequently 
by. the every-day society of his Christian queen, 
and Christian members of the family, and Christian 
servants. 

After Akbar had learnt many an initiatory truth 
from them, he made enquiries on certain points of 
importance from one of the Christian officers in his 
service, a Peter Tavares, who was a captain at a port 
in Bengal ; but that gentleman expressed his want of 
knowledge of theology and informed his Majesty 
that a Jesuit priest alone could expound the doc- 
trines. The Emperor then sent for Father Agidio 
iEnas Pereira from Chittagong. Father Pereira was a 
holy man but not quite adapted for controversy. The 
Emperor then sent for learned Jesuits from Goa. He 
wrote one letter to the King of Portugal and another 
to the Father Provincial to the following effect : — 
" Venerable Father of St. Paul's College,— 
" I convey to you the information that as I am 
well disposed towards you, I send to you my emissary 
Ibad-uUa, and my interpreter Dominic Perez, with 
the request that you will send to me two padres who 
are conversant with the Scriptures^ and who shall 
bring with them the principal works on your faith 
and the Gospels, because I have a great desire to 
study this faith and its perfections. I beg that they 
will not neglect to accompany these messengers as 
soon as they can. 
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" I herewith let you know that the Fathers who 
may come here shall be received with all honour. 
It will afford me special gratification to see them. 
When they have instructed me as I wish, if they 
desire to return to their homes they will be allowed 
to do so whenever it shall seem good to them. I 
will send them back with distinction and honour. 
They can come without apprehension, for I shall 
take them under my personal protection." 

Abul Fazl gives a copy of the letter addressed to 
the King of Portugal. It is almost to the same 
effect as the above. 

The Emperor's letters reached Goa in September 
1579, and were received with iclat by the Portuguese 
Government. Father Rudolph Aquaviva, S.J. (son of 
the Duke of Arragon and Atria), and two other priests, 
FF. Antonio de Montserrat and Francisco Enriques, 
were sent with the embassy. On their arrival, 
either in the end of 1579 or in the beginning of 1580, 
they were most cordially received by the Emperor 
at Futtehpur-Sikri. During the interview, Akbar 
assured the priests of his great regard for them, and 
in demonstration thereof placed before them plates 
full of goldmohurs for their acceptance ; but they 
declined the present with courtesy. They on their 
part presented a polyglot Bible, superbly bound, in 
seven volumes, which Akbar accepted with great re- 
spect ; taking off his head-dress he kissed the volumes 
and placed them on hi^ head one by one, showing 
greater reverence for those containing the Gospels. 
They were then placed in his private chamber. 

Akbar accommodated the priests in his palace, 
where they made a private chapel, (in Mariam's Kothi, 
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as already mentioned), and adorned it as best they 
could. They placed above the altar a painting which 
was one of the copies of the Madonna of Sancta Maria 
Maggiore which had been ordered by St Francis of 
Borgia with the sanction of St. Pius V. When Akbar 
was introduced into the chapel, he showed great ven- 
eration for the said painting, exclaiming that " the 
majesty of the Blessed Virgin Mary was worthy the 
homage of all nations." Of course the doctrine of the 
Koran about her borders on the Catholic doctrine, 
and no Mahomedan knowing his religion will ever 
be guilty of want of respect to her ; indeed the Koran 
(see Sura Mariani) strictly prohibits its followers 
from taking her name without prefixing it with the 
word huzrut which means majesty. 

The priests who were full of Christian ardour, now 
wanted to preach the Gospel, and, as Akbar was eager 
for instruction, it was arranged that he should attend 
on Saturdays to hear Father Aquaviva. The Emperor 
took with him his famous and favourite Vizier Abul 
Fazl, and other learned men; but their presence, 
so far from daunting the indomitable apostolic spirit 
of the Reverend Father, stimulated him all the more. 
His teaching was couched in sagacious language, 
and polemics could not make a short work of him, 
as they had imagined they would. Vl^hen they saw 
that Akbar*s faith in the religion of his forefathers 
was flagging, they made a sally on the Reverend 
Father; they started with the old hackneyed argu- 
ment that the Bible has been tampered with. And 
how did they fare? We find from that reliable 
Mahomedan historian Abul Fazl that they simply 
burnt their fingers. They then made futile efforts 
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on other points, and both Akbar and Abul Fazl 
could see that their quiver afforded nothing better 
than blunt arrows. Eventually the Mahomedans 
proposed the determination of the dispute by ordeal, 
and Father Aquaviva, while displeased at the in- 
justice of the proposal, unflinchingly accepted the 
challenge; but when the time came for marching 
up to the furnace, Akbar put a stop to the trial. 
Dr. Hunter briefly notices the controversy thus : 
"The Christian priest Radif" [Rudolph Aquaviva], 
writes that illustrious historian, "disputed with a 
body of Mahomedan mullas before an assembly of 
the doctors of all religions, and is given the best of 
the argument." Abul Fazl .himself says : " Each 
one fearlessly brought forward his assertions and 
arguments, and the disputations and contentions 
were long and heated. Every sect, in its vanity 
and conceit, attacked and endeavoured to refute the 
statements of their antagonists. One night the 
Ibadat Khana was brightened by the presence of 
Padre Rudolpho, who for intelligence and wisdom 
was unrivalled among Christian doctors. Several 
carping and bigotted men attacked him, and this 
afforded an opportunity for the display of the calm 
judgment and justice of the assembly. These men 
brought forward the old received assertions, and did 
not attempt to arrive at truth by reasoning. Their 
statements were torn to pieces, and they were nearly 
put to shame when they began to attack the contra- 
dictions of the Gospels, but they could not prove 
their assertions. With perfect calmness and earnest 
conviction of the truth the Padre replied lo theiir 
arguments," 
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One of the results of Father A qua viva's success was, 
that Akbar removed the old standing restriction for 
the conversion of Mahomedans to any other reli- 
gion, and several of the elite — Akbar's son, Prince 
Murad, being the first— joined the Catholic Church 
from time to time. 

Father Aquaviva was henceforth Akbar's friend, 
counsellor, comforter, and guide. But the reader 
must not forget that it was sheer worth, and not 
"the fawning cringe, the studied smile, the oil-smooth 
speech, big words, or solemn vow,*' that drew Akbar 
to him. Indeed such was Akbar's attachment for him 
subsequent to his victory in the aforementioned con- 
troversy, that when, later on, Akbar went to the 
Punjab, he sent for the Reverend Father even there 
at the martial scene. But it was not long before 
Father Aquaviva received a letter from the Father 
Provincial recalling him to Goa. The Emperor re- 
ceived this news with a bleeding heart, and to betoken 
his esteem offered large presents to the Reverend 
Father. But this model of Christian poverty would 
not for the world taint his hands by accepting the 
same. He, however, expressed his willingness to 
accept one particular present, if it were allowed to 
him, namely, the present of all the Christian slaves 
in the palace, some of whom were converts. At 
first, Queen Mary was unwilling to part with them ; 
but her great regard for the Reverend Father got the 
better of her, and his desire was complied with. 
Father Aquaviva accordingly took the slaves, but not 
to distribute them, as did Caesar with the fugitives 
who surrendered to him after he had turned the 
flank of Pompey's legions near the town of Pharsalus 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



FATHER AQUAVIVA'S RETURN TO GOA. 2/ 

and carried the day. Father Aquaviva had them all 
employed and otherwise respectably settled at Goa. 
When he was leaving, Akbar did not fail to ask him 
to send another priest, so that the Catholics at Agra 
might enjoy the benefit of ministration, the two priests 
who had come with him in 1580 having already 
gone back. 

As absence cools moderate affections and heightens 
strong ones, Akbar, who had a strong affection for 
him, wrote for Father Aquaviva's return ; and the 
reader can imagine the grief of the Emperor when 
he heard in reply that his friend was no more, having 
met the death of a martyr at Salsette. 

Father Rudolph Aquaviva was one of that glorious 
host of saints whose virtuous lives shed undying 
lustre on the annals of the Holy Roman Catholic 
Church. His life was not only conformable to the 
maxims of the Gospel, but a prodigy of penance, 
humility, suffering, love for the Cross ; in short, his 
life was a copy of the life of his Divine Master. 
He has been beatified. The Count of Noer writes 
about him : " Aquaviva must have been a man of 
great intellectual gifts, an entertaining companion, 
and an enthusiastic missionary. Akbar held him 
in high esteem. He was a rigorous ascetic possessed 
by the sanctity of his calling, and honoured alike 
by Hindus and Muslims, by whom he was spoken 
of as *an angel.'" Would to God we had a few 
Aquavivas in these days ! 

According to Badaoni, one of the consequences of 
Father Aquaviva's being hand in glove with Akbar 
was that the azan of the Mahomedans was, as it were, 
replaced by " the ringing of bells as in use with the 
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Christians, and the showing of the figure of the 
Cross." Wheeler, too, says : " Akbar threw off the 
restraints of the Mahomedan religion to the disgust 
of the Mahomedan divines and lawyers who wanted 
him to follow the Koran and persecute unbelievers." 

Akbar was always well-intentioned towards all 
classes of Christians. The student of history knows 
what sort of reception Mr. Fitch received. Mr. Leedes, 
an adventurous English merchant, likewise visited 
the Court, and the hospitality held out to him can 
be conceived from the fact that one of his four com- 
panions remained back and entered the Emperor's 
service. It must, however, be borne in mind, that 
the influence of Catholics in the Imperial Court 
tended in no small measure to pave the way for 
favours to Christians of all denominations, as testified 
by official records, extracts from which will be repro- 
duced farther on. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CHAPTER 11. 



THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE AGRA MISSION. 

After Father Aquaviva's return to Goa, the 
Father Provincial sent other priests for the Agra 
Mission, the labours of which now extended through- 
out Hindustan proper, FF. Jerome Xavier and Emma- 
nuel Pignero and Benedict being amongst them. 
Akbar fixed a handsome allowance for the support 
of the Mission, which allowance continued to the 
time of the Emperor Shah Alum, when rent-free 
villages were granted in its stead* Father Jerome 
Xavier translated the Gospels into Persian and pre- 
sented the work to Akbar in 1602 A.D. From 
what Orme (a writer hostile to Catholics) says in his 
Fragments of the Moghul Empire, one can gather that 
Father Xavier had great influence in the Imperial 
Court. 

There were some Christian families at Agra, and 
the Reverend Fathers being desirous of building a 
chapel, the Emperor issued an edict as under, to the 
great indignation of the enemies of Christianity :— 

" Firman of Jelaludin Mahomed Akbar, — 

" It has been represented to us that the Reverend 
Fathers are desirous of erecting in the city a house 
for divine worship. We accordingly issue this our 
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imperial firman^ implicit obedience to which is neces- 
sary, and order that all officers concerned must under 
no circumstance interfere with the erection of the 
said house of worship, or molest the Reverend Fathers. 
This order must be strictly respected by all." 

A chapel was accordingly built, and that at the 
Emperor's own expense, and Christian worship was 
held in it in the midst of alien races and creeds, 
not only unmolested, but with perfect freedom. 
This memorial of the zeal and piety of the early 
pioneers of Christianity in this land stands to the 
present day beside the new cathedral, and God 
Almighty is still worshipped and glorified in it regu- 
larly. In the eighteenth century some additions 
were made to it by Walter Reinhardt known as 
General Sombre or Sumroo, and subsequently by 
Colonel John Baptist Felose of the Gwalior service. 
Mr. Keene, in his Guide to Agra, gives the following 
information about this chapel and other adjoining 
buildings : " Turning now to the right side, the 
first conspicuous object is the Catholic Mission and 
Orphanage, a collection of large but not otherwise 
interesting buildings. The establishment is of con- 
siderable antiquity, having been founded in the 
reign of the Emperor Akbar. It is the seat of an 
Episcopal See, and of a benevolent and useful system 
of instruction for the sons and daughters of soldiers, 
hundreds of whom are here instructed in various 
branches of knowledge and fitted to earn their bread 
in life as they grow older." 

About the same time a church was likewise built 
at Lahore, but I understand not a vestige of it remains 
to denote the spot where it stood. 
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In his Description of Delhi Qtid Agra, written at 
no great distance of time after Akbar's death, M. 
Bernier gives the following information about the 
Catholic Mission : " In Agra the Reverend Fathers, 
the Jesuits, have a church and a college wherein they 
teach the children of some twenty-five or thirty 
Christian families that have (I know not how) 
gathered and settled themselves there by the charity 
of those fathers. It was Akbar who (in the time 
of the great power of the Portuguese in the Indies) 
called them, and gave them pensions for their sub- 
sistence, permitting them to build churches in the 
capital cities of Agra and Lahore." Here M. Bernier 
does not know how to account for the presence of the 
twenty-five or thirty families that were in Agra at the 
commencement of the Mission, But elsewhere he 
throws some light on the subject, inasmuch as he says 
there : " In Agra, the Hollanders have also a house 
where ordinarily they keep four or five persons. 
Formerly they had a good trade there in selling 
scarlet, great and small looking-glasses, plain lace, 
and gold and silver lace, and some small wares ; 
and in buying indigo which is gathered round about 
Agra, but especially at Bianes, but two leagues dis- 
tant from it, and whither they go once a year, hav- 
ing a house there for that purpose ; as also in buy- 
ing those clothes of Jelapour and Laknao, at seven 
or eight days' journey from Agra, where they also 
keep a house." 

From the time of Vasco de Gama's discovery, in 
1498 A.D., of a way to India by the Cape of Good 
Hope, the Portuguese had an extensive trade with 
India, and this circumstance brought many of them 
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to Agra. Subsequently the Dutch and other Euro- 
pean traders appeared on the field. Monsieur de 
Thevenot writes in his Travels published io 1687 : 
" Seeing that Akbar called the Jesuits thither, and 
gave them a pension to subsist on, Catholic merchants 
made no scruple to come and live there." Besides 
traders, there were Christians in the palace, and a 
horde of European adventurers who entered the 
service of the Moghul Emperor, Mahomedan satraps^ 
or Rajput and Mahratta chieftains, and made Agra 
their head-quarters. The inscriptions on tombstones 
in the old Catholic graveyard show, that most of the 
families in Agra belonged to different European 
countries, some being native Christians. There is 
no inscription that bears a date anterior to 1605, that 
is, anterior to Akbar's death. But there are a few 
graves which have the appearance of being older 
than others. These unfortunately are either without 
slabs or the inscriptions on them have been des- 
troyed and are not readable ; their decay imparting 
the edifying lesson that death does not visit the 
mansions of the living only, but those of the dead 
also. There is a group of graves of a few of the 
Bourbons, the descendants of Prince Bourbon who 
married Akbar's sister-in-law, the lady Juliana, 
and there is one amongst them the inscription on 
which cannot be deciphered, but it looks to be the 
oldest of the lot. In this cemetery, I may men- 
tion by the way, are also buried some of the men 
whose names occur in the Indian history — John Hes- 
sing, Reinhardt, and others. There is likewise a mau- 
soleum in which are deposited the remains of one 
Father Marcus Antonius Santucci, known to fame for 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE AGRA CATHOLIC CEMETERY. 33 

his Christian virtues, who died in 1689, and those 
of about eleven other priests (so far as 1 have been 
able to ascertain), some of whom died long before 
him. There is also a grave in it in which one 
Father Zakur, a Bishop, is buried. The year of his 
death is 1615 A.D., and the words inscribed in Ar- 
menian on the slab are — " I am from Tabrez." This 
epitaph puts one in mind of the epitaph on the grave 
of Pontanus who, like Father Zakur, speaks from his 
grave in the present tense, thus : " I am Pontanus, 
beloved by the powers of literature, admired by men 
of worth, and dignified by the monarchs of the world. 
Thou knowest now who I am, or more properly, who 
I was. For thee, stranger, I who am in darkness can- 
not know thee, but I entreat you to know thyself." 

We have unwittingly arrived at a point where we 
can find some matter for instruction, and I hope the 
good reader will pardon me for going out of my way 
a little. The old mansions of the dead, crumbled and 
crumbling into dust, are, as it were, "a mirror in 
which we may look upon our future selves and see to 
what end all that earth can give must shortly come — 
for the flattering accents of friends, the whispered 
supplication for mercy ; for luxurious strains, the 
stern and solemn tones of funeral music; for the 
ample mansion, the narrow vault ; for the soft couch, 
the strait hard coffin ; for the costly attire, the winding 
grave clothes ; for precious furniture, dust and cor- 
ruption " And alas ! even the narrow vault, which 
the mortal part of man receives, is a victim to de- 
struction, which is the hand upon the face of Time. 

But to return to the subject of residents in Agra. 
Besides the resting place of the dead, there is also 
F, RA 3 
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some trace of the dwelling-place of merchants and 
others spoken of by M. Bernier. There is a village 
about a mile north-east to the Catholic Cathedral, 
where the ruins tell the doleful tale of its having been 
once the habitation of Christians. Heathen rustics 
alas ! now " whelp and stable " there. Close in the 
fields are some old graves of Christians, and a few 
tombstones which are yet to be found lying on the 
spot, contain inscriptions which cannot be properly 
deciphered, but they would appear to be more than 
a couple of centuries old. This sacred place is ex- 
posed to every rustic tread, most of the graves having 
been levelled to the ground by heathen cultivators. 
As from the time of Akbar there have always been 
priests in Agra, it is not likely that the spot where 
the graves are is not a consecrated ground. 

The grants from Moghul Emperors, from the 
Mahrattas, and from Lord Lake, show that the village 
of Lushkurpore — in the limits of which the above- 
mentioned tombstones are heaped up — had been en- 
dowed to the Catholic Mission. Other villages too 
had been endowed alike in Agra and other places for 
the support of the church. Upon what grounds they 
have all been resumed by British authorities is more 
than I have yet been able to ascertain. 

Some prejudiced men speak disparagingly of the 
priests who first came out. To say nothing of the 
hardships they had to endure, and of their learning 
and piety, they were mostly men of high birth who 
left their homes and possessions, not for a living, but 
for the work of the Lord. For instance, Rudolph 
Aquaviva was the son of a Duke ; Jerome Xavier, 
who was the nephew of St. Fiancis Xavier, had the 
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noble blood of France in his veins, and similarly of 
the rest I, however, do not wish my readers to 
understand that the Catholic Church has contained 
none but the just and holy. Did I take upon me to 
say so, I should be proving too much. We are bound 
to maintain that (to quote Cardinal Newman) " there 
is a vast load of moral evil existing in the church ; 
an enemy has sown weeds there, and those weeds 
remain among the wheat till the harvest. And this 
evil in the churth is not found only in the laity, but 
among the clergy too." " If grievous sin is found in 
holy places, the church cannot hinder it, while man 
is man." Dr. Buchanan, in his Christian Researches 
(18 19), while omitting all mention about the Catholic 
Mission at Agra, and running down the work of 
Catholics elsewhere, has the good taste to say: " The 
Romish Church has maintained a long and ineffec- 
tual contest with that empire (China) ; because it 
would never give the people * the good and perfect 
gift ' — the Bible. It further degraded the doctrine of 
the Cross by blending it with pagan rites." In 
another place Dr. Buchanan mentions that he met a 
certain Catholic priest from whom he learnt that he 
(the priest) had not only no Bible with him, but that 
he had never seen one. Now any one possessing the 
slightest knowledge of the Catholic form of worship, 
and the nature of the education of priests, will affirm 
that the learned Reverend Doctor has been practising 
a little too much on the credulity of his readers. 
However, let us see what other Protestants have to 
say. 

A work written by John Geddie, entitled Beyond 
the HimalayaSy gives an account of the travels of 
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Dr. Roland and his two friends in certain apparently 
untraversed places. In one of these, Dr. Roland, 
to his great wonder, met a French Catholic Priest, 
M. Ducrot by name, living with the little colony (con- 
sisting of converts from savage races) which he had 
founded there. The following extract will give the 
reader some idea about this priest : * * * 
" This led them on to speak of the European society 
at Shanghai, which Dr. Roland had visited, and 
where he had picked up the smattering of Chinese 

he possessed. Our host good naturedly spoke 

in English, which he talked with much fluency. But 
it did not need this to make us feel as if we were in 
the presence of a countryman, though of course M. 
Ducrot was not only of a different race but of another 
creed than ours. But away in this remote region 
surrounded by savage and hostile peoples, the distinc- 
tion between Frenchman and Englishman, staunch 
Protestant and zealous Romanist, so great as that 
seemed in Europe, was of comparatively little account. 
Last evening we were in an atmosphere that was 
loaded with danger and suspicion. Hate and pre- 
judice were barely covered by a thin show of hospi- 
tality, and everything was petty, false, and base. 
To-night we breathed again freely. All was frank, 
manly, kindly, and honest, and we understood the 
difference between Christian Europe and benighted 
Asia. To our host we were like messengers from 
another planet, and he eagerly questioned us as to 
the great public events, the discoveries in science, 
and the movements in literature and art, since he last 
had tidings from the outer world ; and on all these 
matters Dr. Roland was able fully to satisfy him. 
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We recounted our adventures, and presented him 
with some scraps of old * home ' newspapers which 
we found among our packages. The news in them 
was three months' old, but a year had passed since 
he had heard from Europe, and he accepted them 
more eagerly than if they had been crisp bank-notes. 
In return he told us something of his own experiences 
in founding this flourishing little colony. // was a 
history of heroism and devotion^ better worth recording 
than that of our own aimless wanderings^ but too 
long to be inserted here. Even now, when success 
had so far crowned his efforts, he could not tell when 
misfortune might come, * like a bolt from the blue/ 
through the hatred of the Lamas, the jealousy of the 
Chinese officials, or the outbreak of civil war, and 
ruin all his labours," &c. 

Another Protestant, a prominent Presbyterian 
clergyman, writes in his review of Marshall's well- 
known volumes entitled Christian Missions : " During 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, the Romish 
Church girdled the globe with her Missions, planting 
the Cross from beyond the wall of China to the Peru- 
vian Cordilleras. Nor is it to be denied that her 
missionaries in those years were men abounding in 
Christian heroism and sacrifices. Of monetary means 
she had not so much as any one of our Protestant 
societies. But she had what, alas ! we so often fail 
to get — abundance of large-hearted men ready to do 
and suffer everything for the faith. * * * 
This interesting enquiry " [the writer means the 
singular success of Catholic Missions as contrasted 
with the evident failure of Protestant Missions] ** is 
one which calls for deeper thought and greater fair- 
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tiess than polemical divines have yet allowed it ; for 
the student of history will not be satisfied without 
jsome theory or law adequate to account for the 
undeniable fact that hitherto the progress of 
Christianity among the heathens has been carried on 
chiefly by Romanism, and only in a slight manner as 
yet by a consistent and scriptural Protestantism." — 
North British Review^ May, 1864. 

Then, Sir W. W. Hunter's Indian Empire contains 
whole paras, in commendation of the good work 
which Jesuit and other priests have done in India. 

And only lately, in its review of the first edition 
of this little book, The Times of London writes : — 
* * * "The history of that mission is creditable 
alike to Christian and to Mussalman. Each suc- 
ceeding Emperor seems to have behaved towards it 
with an enlightened liberality which contrasts with 
the sectarian bigotry of European monarchs in those 
times. Rent-free villages were granted to the mis- 
sion, and even the zealous Aurungzebe is stated by 
Mr. Fanthome to have exempted its priests and con- 
gregation from the poll tax which he levied from the 
tnass of his non-Mussalman subjects. ♦ ♦ » 
Equally honourable to the missionaries is the narra- 
tive of how the outpost of Christianity was maintain- 
ed during the two perilous centuries preceding British 
rule. The first priest sent to Agra in response to 
Akbar's invitation was Aquaviva, a son of the Duke 
of Arragon. The learning and eloquence of that 
devoted member of the company of Jesus, his refussll 
of the trays of gold coins offered to him, his 
Victorious disputations with Mussalman doctors of 
liiw, his courageous nobility of manner, and thd 
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severe simplicity of his life made a deep impression 
on the imperial Court. The early missionaries at 
Agra seem to have resembled, in their self-denial 
and in their intellectual equipment, the Oxford and 
Cambridge brotherhoods now working in India. 
Their chief source of power was their renunciation 
of the things of the world," &c. — Ttie Times y London, 
August 14, 1894. 

It is, therefore, the opposite of truth to affirm that 
the Catholic mission has been " unsuccessful," or that 
it has " degraded the religion it professes." 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE LAST OF AKBAR AND MARY AND OTHERS. 

Akbar's declining days were overshadowed with 
gloom, and at times he was inclined to be peevish, 
although he retained his natural suavity to the end 
of his life. The principal cause that filled his heart 
with grief was his bereavement of his favourite sul- 
tana, Jodh Bai ;* his bereavement of his beloved two 
sons, Murad and Daniyal ; his bereavement of his 

* Jodh Bai has been confounded with Mariam-uz-Zamani, whoever 
the latter was, as Mariam-uz-Zamani has been confounded by a few 
writers with Mariam Makani, the mother of Akbar. On Jodh Bai's 
death Akbar ordered a Court mourning. This of course proves that Jodh 
Bai died during the lifetime of Akbar, whereas Mariam-uz-Zamani, as 
I have already shown, was alive for some years after Akbar's death. 
Dr. Balfour's Cyclopaedia of India says, on the authority of Colonel 
Tod and others, that *' Jodh Bai's tomb was to be seen on the artillery 
practice ground at Futtehpore-Sikri, near Agra, till about the year 
1840 ; but the walls and gateways were first taken away, and then the 
tomb destroyed in practising mining. No palliation can ever be urged 
to defend an outrage on the dead, far less can any plea extenuate the 
act of blowing up into the air the remains of a woman, no other than 
Akbar's favourite sultana, the Empress Jodh Bai." The outrage was 
worse than the demolition, in 1687, by the Venetians, by means of 
heavy artillery, of the porticoes and colonnades of the world-renowned 
Parthenon or Temple of Minerva. In it there was only the statue of 
Minerva, though it was wrought of ivory and gold by the hands of 
Phidias, but Jodh Bai's grave covered the actual bones of that lady. 
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two bosom friends and viziers, Feizi and his brother 
Abul Fazl,andof nearly all his favourite ministers ; and 
eventually his bereavement of his venerable mother. 
.A break in the felicity of great men teaches us the 
lesson that happiness neither abides in power ; nor 
is it a commodity that can be bought by wealth or 
achieved by conquest. 

Feizi was born in 1 547 A.D. Besides many origin- 
al works and translations from Sanscrit books, he 
wrote an elaborate commentary on the Koran, in 
which he used only the 13 (out of 28) letters of 
the alphabet which have no dots on them. In his 
Sketch of the History of Hindustan, Mr. Keene writes : 
" The gentle Feizi, whatever may have been his ill 
success as a diplomatist, was dear to the heart of Akbar. 
In the autumn of 1595, the poet sickened at Lahore. 
His illness was accompanied by head-symptoms, 
and was, perhaps, a form of pulmonary apoplexy. 
The emperor went to visit him accompanied by a 
medical man. It was midnight; the patient was 
weak and speechless, with discoloured lips. Akbar 
gently raised the head of his friend, and said to Abul 
Fazl who stood by, * What is this blackness ? ' Being 
told that Feizi had been spitting blood, the Emperor 
tried to rouse him to receive the attentions of the 
physician. The dying man could only cough. Ak- 
bar tore off his turban and threw it on the ground in 
a passion of grief. All was in vain ; he was not 
even recognised." Feizi died without issue on the 
5th October 1595. What human skill could do was 
done for him, but alas ! " with all the labours of 
men of learning, science is yet a blank. In the pre- 
sence of a corpse the sceptical physiologist stands 
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dumb when asked to explain whence came the re- 
cently departed tenant of that now empty casement, 
and whither it has gone. ♦ * * The innumerable 
books of his library contain no satisfactory explana- 
tion of the mystery." The tradition in Feizi's family is 
that he died of asthma. His remains were conveyed 
to Agra and buried in the mausoleum built by his 
mother for herself. This mausoleum stood on the 
Sikundra Road, north-east of Kandahari Bagh, the 
magnificent building in which, still existing, is said 
to have been the residence of one of the queens of 
Akbar. The mausoleum seems to have had a garden 
and a compound wall with gates and towers. All 
these, together with the graves, are a heap of dibris 
now, not a single brick or marble having been left 
unsold by the wretched Mahajun who somehow 
came to possess the mausoleum several years ago. 
The graves in the mausoleum covered the bones 
of Sheikh Feizi, Sheikh Mobaruck his father, Ladli 
Begum his mother, Amna Begum his wife, Aboo 
Rahman his nephew (Abul Fazl's son) ; the graves 
in the compound enclosure having been those of his 
other relations. 

Abul Fazl was born in A.D. 1551. About this 
illustrious man Tod's Rajasthan says : " If Burleigh 
equalled in wisdom, he was not superior in virtue to 
Abul Fazl, nor possessed his excessive benevolence.** 
Abul Fazl's assassination, in August 1602, by Raja 
Narsingh Dev of Urcha, was very much like the 
assassination of Cicero. As Antony had bought 
Laenas for the murder of Cicero, so Jahangir bought 
Narsingh Dev for the murder of Abul Fazl, the only 
difference between the two cases being that Laenas 
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was beholden to Cicero, he having been defend- 
ed on a capital charge by the latter, and the very 
thought of the brutal ingratitude on the part of the 
assassin is revolting to human nature; whereas 
Narsingh was somewhat maliciously disposed to- 
wards Abul Fazl, and his deed, though none the less 
diabolical in itself, was not made doubly so by in- 
gratitude being tacked to it As in the case of the 
great Roman, so in the case of the great Indian, the 
infernal assassin had no consideration for the emi- 
nence and virtues of his victim ; as the bloody trophy 
of the former's head had been conveyed to Antony, 
so was the bloody trophy of the latter*s head con- 
veyed to Jahangir. 

Akbar's grief can be imagined from the words 
which he expressed when he heard of his friend's 
assassination : " If Salim," said he, " wanted the 
<:rown, he should have killed me and not Abul Fazl." 
And when he saw the lifeless mangled body de- 
Spoiled of the head, he threw off a couplet, from the 
agony of his heart, to the following effect : — 

"When, fall of zeal, my Sheikh to meet me came, 
To kiss my feet without a head or foot he came." 

Abul Fazl's remains were deposited in Futtehpore- 
Sikri, not far from the shrine of Salim Chisti. I be- 
lieve the place can be identified with certainty. He 
left a son whose name was Aboo Rahman. 

A few of Abul Fazl's descendants are yet to e 
found in Agra ; but they are in very straitened 
<:ircumstances. One of them, Hyder Mirza, ninth 
in descent from Abul Fazl, has not only shown me 
original Firmans from certain Emperors of Delhi, 
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bestowing some lands on the descendants of Abul 
Fazl, but also kindly allowed me copies of some 
papers in English, which show the esteem of even the 
British Government for Abul Fazl. 

On the 1 2th February 1845, Mr. Jackson, the then 
Collector of Agra, finding the descendants in indigent 
circumstances, requested the extension of the muni- 
ficence of Government to the family. The Commis- 
sioner, Mr. Robinson, while supporting the applica- 
tion, remarked, that " the case was not one of right, 
but that it will be a popular thing not to withdraw 
the slight pension allowed to the descendants of so 
remarkable a statesman as Abul Fazl." The Board 
of Revenue, in its communication No. 91, dated 
March 14, 1845, endorsed the recommendation; and 
His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of the N.-W. 
Provinces not only sanctioned a pension for the 
support of the family for a period of fifteen years, 
but directed the local authorities to take care of the 
boys. The following are the exact words of Mr. 
Secretary Thornton's letter to the Board of Revenue, 
dated April 8, 1845, on the latter point: ♦ * * 
"The Board are requested to direct the Commis- 
sioner and the Collector to consider the boys as in 
some degree the wards of Government, and to employ 
their influence, which the payment of this pension is 
meant to give them, to secure the boys a good edu- 
cation." 

About three years after the assassination of Abul 
Fazl, that is, in 1605, Akbar, who was now. of rever- 
end years, breathed his last, and his mortal part was 
interred in the mausoleum at Sikandra ; his mother 
Hamida Banu Begum, called Maryam Makatii, 
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having died in October 1604. I may mention paren- 
thetically for the edification of those who slight their 
parents, that with all his greatness Akbar kept up a 
deep mourning for his mother ; he clad himself in 
black, shaved his head and beard, and avoided all 
ornament in his apparel ; and when her body was 
conveyed to Delhi he placed his shoulder under the 
bier, and helped to bear it for several paces. 

In his last moments, Akbar summoned his nobles, 
and after having given them much counsel and advice, 
addressed himself thus to them: '*If I have done any 
of you wrong, be pleased to forgive me." All 
burst into tears, and Jahangir, not able to bear the 
sight, threw himself at his father's feet and wept 
bitterly. Akbar made signs to him to gird on his 
sword in his presence, and Jahangir did so. After 
which the good and great Akbar was no more — " the 
breathing miracle into silence passed." A gloom 
settled upon all, and India was in mourning for its 
sovereign — a sovereign who stood absolutely supreme 
an^ong Oriental sovereigns, nay, even among very 
many sovereigns of the West — whose mighty deeds 
will ever live in the heart and mouth of posterity with 
admiration. 

'* Sooner or later all things pass away, 
And are no more. The beggar and the king 

With equal steps tread forward to their end : 
The reconciling grave 

Swallows distinction first, that made us foes ; 
Then all alike lie down in peace together." 

The following is a description of Akbar's mau- 
soleum, as given by Mr. Fergusson in his History of 
Indian and Eastern Architecture : " Perhaps the most 
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characteristic of Akbar's buildings is the tomb he 
commenced to erect for himself at Sikandra, near 
Agra, which is quite unlike any other tomb built in 
India either before or since, and of a design borrow- 
ed, as I believe, from a Hindu, or, more correctly, 
Buddhist, model. It stands in an extensive garden, 
still kept up, approached by one noble gateway. In 
the centre of this garden, on a raised platform, stands 
the tomb itself, of a pyrajiiidal form. The lower 
story measures 320 feet each way, exclusive of the 
angle towers. It is 30 feet in height, and pierced by 
ten great arches on each face, and with a larger en- 
trance adorned with a mosaic of marble in the 
centre. On this terrace stands another, far more 
ornate, measuring 186 feet each side, and 14 feet 9 
inches in height. A third and fourth of similar 
design, and respectively 15 feet 2 inches, and 14 feet 
6 inches high, stand on this, all these being of red 
marble enclosure, 157 feet each way, or externally 
just half the length of the lowest terrace, its outer 
wall being entirely composed of marj^le trellis-work 
of the most beautiful pattern. Inside it is surround- 
ed by a colonnade or cloister of the same material, 
in the centre of which, on a raised platform, is the 
tombstone of the founder, a splendid piece of the 
most beautiful arabesque tracery. This, however, 
is not the true burial place ; but the mortal remains 
of this great king repose under a far plainer tomb- 
stone in a vaulted chamber in the basement, 3 feet 
square, exactly under the simulated tomb that adorns 
the summit of the mausoleum." 

I may add that on either side of the entrance to 
the vaulted chamber containing the great Moghul'^ 
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tomb, there are the graves (to the right side) of Aram 
Bano and Shakr-ul-nissa Begums, daughters of 
Akbar, and (to the left side) of Zebunnissa Begum,^ 
daughter of Aurangzebe, and of Soleman Shiko 
(son of Shah Alum) and that of his wife, the last 
having no inscription on it. 

Through the whole of Akbar's reign warfare was 
going on in some part ox other of the empire, partly 
brought about by the rebellion of governors of pro- 
vinces, and partly by the endeavours of Akbar to 
extend the empire to its ancient limits. In pursu- 
ance of the last object the Deccan was invaded and 
subdued, which Mr. Mill stigmatises as an act of 
** unprincipled ambition" — a harsh term, to say the 
least of it, considering that not only the Deccan, but 
the whole of Hindustan had been formerly comprised 
within the boundaries of the empire ! To be sure 
Akbar Vas not without human imperfections ; but 
it may be said to his honour, that he never used his 
victory but with extreme nobleness, for he dealt with 
the subdued not by blows that would destroy them 
root and branch, but by a most magnanimous kind^ 
ness. His refusal at the very outset of his military 
career — when he was full of the warmth of youth — 
to dip his sword in the blood of his inveterate enemy, 
Hemu, when taken prisoner, shows the nobleness of 
his mind even towards those who had left nothing 
undone to deprive him of his life and empire. Like 
Henry IV of France, " his clemency extended to all 
his enemies." The Rajpoot bard, in uniting the 
Great Moghul's name with that of his rival Pratap 
Singh, of Mewar, sums up his character thus — " If 
he sometimes did things beneath the dignity of a, 
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great sovereign, he never did anything unworthy of 
a good man," A great tribute this from the mouth 
of a bard whose duty was to speak daggers ! Colonel 
Sleeman says in his Rambles : " Considering all the 
circumstances of time and place, Akbar has always 
appeared to me among sovereigns what Shakespeare 
was among poets, and feeling as a citizen I rever- 
enced the marble slab that covers his bones, more 
perhaps than I should that over any other sovereign 
with whose history I am acquainted." Frederick 
Augustus, Count of Noer, in his TAe Emperor Akbar^ 
adds — " I too could say that no other burial place 
had so much moved me as that of Akbar." The 
esteem of the British Government itself can be 
judged from the fact that in 1873 Lord Northbrook, 
Governor-General and Viceroy of India, presented 
a costly silk cloth of honour to cover the plain 
marble slab on Akbar's grave. Thus Akbar is up- 
held by all ranks and castes as the greatest poten- 
tate, the wisest statesman, and the most illustrious 
prince that ever held sway in India, The hap- 
piness of his subjects, whatever their caste, creed, or 
colour, was the hope of his heart and the aim of his 
whole life ; the feeble voice of the oppressed was 
heard by him ; he ameliorated the condition of all 
classes ; and thus rendered his kingdom as flour- 
ishing as possible. The wise Government of this 
good king, as well as his heroic qualities, well merited 
the title of the Great Moghul which posterity has 
accorded him. Colonel Malleson very justly ob- 
serves : " We are bound to recognise in Akbar one 
of those illustrious men whom Providence sends in 
the hour of a nation's trouble to reconduct it into 
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those paths of peace and toleration which alone 
can ensure the happiness of miWions^^ -^Rulers of 
India. 

Akbar, though not a baptised Christian, had an 
ardent love of God and the Saviour, and a sincere 
disposition to embrace the truth. It is assumed 
that the Christians believe that men of other re- 
ligions, though they may be ever so good, will 
be damned. If ignorance, embittered by resent- 
ment, has ever given utterance to such an expression, 
this is not the language of reasonable Catholics : 
" God alone knows who shall be His by faith and 
good works ; many are not now the people of 
God, who shall one day be numbered in His 
inheritance ; many shall come from the East and from 
the West, and shall sit down with Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven." 

The Oriental Biographical Dictionary by Thomas 
William Beale, edited by the Asiatic Society of Bengaly 
tells us that Mariam died at Agra in 1623 A.D, 
(1032 AH.), and that the mausoleum in Sikundra 
erected over her grave is called by the people of Agra 
Rauza Mariam. Mr. Beale says, "she was the 
daughter of Rajah Behari Mull Kachwaha. Her pro- 
per name is riot known. She was the mother of the 
Emperor Jahangir." I do not know what Mr. Beale 
means by "proper name ;'* but when he says her Rauza 
or Mausoleum is known as that of Mariam, he should 
have said at once that her name, at least by which 
she was known, was Mariam. And so we will assume 
that he means that the daughter of Raja Behari Mull^ 
who, he says, was Jahangir's mother, bore the name 
of Mariam It is geneiffilly acknowledged tha^ 
F, RA ' 4 
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the tomb alluded to by Beale covers the bones 
of the Christian wife of Akbar, and I, therefore, 
cannot agree with him in the statement he 
has made that the daughter of Behari Mull is 
buried there. He himself says that her tomb is called 
** Rauza Mariam." Now neither Jahangir nor any 
other calls her either Mariam or Mariam-uz-Zamani. 
By Mary, which is the same as Mariam, I want my 
readers to understand that I mean the Christian 
queen of Akbar. So far as my enquiries go, it 
would appear that Sultan Salima Begum bore the 
title of Mariam-uz-Zamani. Rauza Mariam is cer- 
tainly not the burial place of either Raja Behari 
Mull's daughter or Sultan Salima Begum, but that of 
Mary. A certain gentleman, now holding one of 
the highest offices in India, saw a cross on the 
grave many years ago before its chamber was 
bricked up. 

The Government Gazetteer^ Vol. VII (Agra) says 
as under about the Mausoleum of Mary : ** The 
Baraoari of Sikandar Lodi is a square building of 
red sandstone 142 J^ feet on each side, and comprises 
two stories with a vault below, the ground floor 
containing about forty chambers. Each corner of 
the building is surmounted by a short ornamental 
octagonal tower. This building is commonly known 
as the tomb of Akbar's Christian wife, because Akbar 
interred his wife Mariam-uz-Zamani, the mother of 
Jahangir, here." [N.B. — It is very unfortunate that 
there should be such a disagreement among historians 
in the matter of the name of Jahangir's mother]. 
^* Her tomb is in the vault below, and in the centre 
of the upper story is a white marble cenotaph. The 
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building has for many years been used as a printing 
office by the Sikundra Orphanage." 

Queen Mary was in many respects an Esther — a 
Christian Esther — of the mpdern age, and the estab* 
lishment of a Catholic Mission in Agra was in no 
small measure due to her. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

AGRA MISSION SUBSEQUENT TO AKBAR'S 
DEATH. 

Jahangir, son and successor of Akbar, was a 
hail-fellow with the Christians who thrived during 
his reign no less than they did during the reign of 
Akbar. Bernier says : " M. Bernard, a French phy- 
sician, became very familiar with him, to that degree 
that they drank together ;" and but for the indigna- 
tion of his Omrahs, Jahangir would have introduced 
everything European — dress, customs, &c., — in his 
court 

The Christian atmosphere with which he was 
surrounded engendered in him proverbial ideas of 
justice and patriotism. " He hung a cluster of 
golden bells in his private apartments, attached ta 
a chain, the other end of which was carried outside 
the citadel, in order that if any of the officials 
refused admittance to a suitor, the latter might touch 
the chain, when Jahangir at the sound of the bells 
would issue forth." Then, it is recorded : " The 
petitioners for rent-free land came forward in such 
numbers that some of the ministers of the empire 
took the opportunity of representing that if His 
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Majesty's liberality extended much further, there 
would in a few years be no land left to yield revenue 
to the State. The Emperor replied that these peti- 
tioners were like an army to pray for him, and that 
as the remonstrants were the ministers of the crown, 
they should all endeavour to increase this army." — 
Iniikhab'i'Jahangiri'Shahiy reproduced by Sir H. M. 
Elliot, Jahangir was likewise a great patron of men 
of worth : the same history mentions — ^** It was 
strictly ordered that if any person should fall in with 
a deserving man, he should not neglect to bring him 
into His Majesty's presence." 

What a contrast! When Jahangir was a raw 
Prince, before the society of Catholics and Catholic 
priests had gained on him, he thought nothing of 
taking away human life : the cruel murder of Abul 
Fazl and that of Shere Afghan Khan (the latter in 
order to secure Noor Jahan) will ever remain a blot 
on his otherwise good name. And what was the ele- 
ment that brought about a change in, one might say, 
his very nature ? That element, good reader, was no 
other than the knowledge of Christian charity. He 
now entered into the circumstances of others and 
looked upon the relief of the sufferings of those entrust- 
ed to his charge as not a duty merely, but a want 
almost like the necessity of some moral appetite, as 
the aforementioned account respecting him amply 
shows. 

In 1607, Captain William Hawkins was sent out 
by the English Company along with Captain Keeling. 
He saw Jahangir who showed his favour to him by 
getting himmsirried to a young Armenian maiden 
in the palace. In 161 2, Jahangir permitted the 
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English Company to establish factories at Surat, 
Ahmedabad, and Cambay. Sir Thomas Roe, who 
was sent as Ambassador by King James I to Jahan- 
gir, lived three years at Delhi and received every 
hospitality imaginable. Sir Thomas gives the fol- 
lowing view of Jahangir*s character : ** He is of sa 
good a disposition that he suffers all men to govern, 
which is worse than being ill." — British Indian by 
Hugh Murray and others. 

Finch's Journal shows that amongst the wall paint- 
ings in Jahangir's Palace at Lahore, there were 
pictures of our Saviour and the Virgin Mother. 
De Laet confirms the fact, for he writes (1631) : 
* * * " On the right hand portion of the wall 
whereon the King is painted, there is a picture of 
the Saviour and the Virgin Mother above the doors." 
Of course De Laet was a contemporary of Jahangir's, 
This Emperor adorned his rosary with the figures 
of Christ and the Virgin Mary (see Elphinstone's 
History ^ and Hunter's Indian Empire). A Maho- 
medan would not dream of a crucifix, much less keep 
one in his rosary ! But this was not all. He count- 
enanced two of his nephews to embrace Christianity 
(see Sewell's History of India ; also Dr. Hunter's 
Indian Empire, and the several authorities quoted 
therein). It is even said that when Jahangir was 
dying, he expressed a desire to see a Catholic priest,, 
but that his courtiers and others did not send for 
one. 

We have seen how Akbar and his son Jahangir 
were disposed towards the Catholics and the Catho- 
lic religion. We will now snatch a.view of Jahan- 
gir*s son and successor Shah Jahan. Onq Father 
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Joseph da Castro (see the list of priests buried in 
the old cemetery in Agra in the next chapter) and 
other priests had influence in the Imperial Court, and 
Shah Jahan's son Dara (brother of Aurungzebe or 
Alamgir, the next Emperor) was, it might be said, 
brought up by FF. Malpica, Juzarte, and HeMi 
Buzi. Bernier confirms this fact, and so does Father 
Manrique who visited India in A.D. 1640, in the 
capacity of an Envoy from the Portuguese Govern- 
ment at Goa, in order to see the Prime Minister in 
the matter of the incarceration of some Portuguese 
for misconduct. Shah Jahan was prejudiced against 
the Portuguese, because, when rebellious to his 
father, he had attempted to form an alliance with 
them, but was refused assistance with a reproach 
for desiring their aid against his own parent and 
sovereign. However, Father Joseph da Castro 
took Father Manrique to Asaf Khan, the Prime 
Minister, and obtained their liberation. As before, 
the Jesuits at Agra and elsewhere were allowed 
every indulgence, and European merchants and 
travellers were treated with due hospitality during 
Shah Jahan's reign. 

The young princes and princesses in the imperial 
palace were infused with Christian principles, and 
many of them were Christians at heart. This cir- 
cumstance has led a few European writers to believe 
that Shah Jahan's favourite daughter, Khurshaid 
Jahanara Begum, who was the wonder of the im- 
perial palace, died a ChristiaD. They may be 
right, for her aforementioned brother Dara was a 
Christian every inch of him ; but there is no evi- 
dence forthcoming to bear them out. In my first 
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edition I followed their theory, as they say the 
princess* " name is placed by the side of that of 
Christ on her tombstone." But enquiry has brought 
to light that this is not the case. Beale's Oriental 
Biographical Dictionary gives a correct account, and 
below is an extract from it: • * * "The princess 
was born on 23rd March 1614. • ♦ • • One 
of the most beautiful examples of female modesty 
to be found in the annals of woman is recorded of 
this princess, celebrated in song and history as the 
heroic, the witty, the generous, the elegant, the accom- 
plished, and the beautiful Jahan Ara Begum. * ♦ * 
She died in the reign of her brother Alamgir on the 
5th September 1680 A.D., and lies buried in the 
yard of the Mausoleum of Nizamuddin Aulia at 
Delhi. ♦ * • Her tomb is of white marble, open 
at the top, and at the head is a tablet with a Persian 
inscription inlaid in black marble letters to the 
following effect : * Let no one scatter over my grave 
anything but verdure, for such best becomes the 
sepulchre of one who had a humble mind.* On the 
n^argin is written, * The perishable fakir Jahan Ara 
Begum, daughter of Shah Jahan, and the disciple of 
the Saints of Chisti, died in the year of the Hijra 
1092.*" The famous Mosque in Agra, known as 
Juntnta Musjid^ which was built by Shah Jahan in 
A.D., 1644 — 50, contains an inscription in her honour. 
I may add, by the way, that Shah Jahan also built 
in the suburbs of Agra, the world-famed mausoleum 
known as Taj-bebi-ha-rauza^ or Taj as the European 
world calls it, in honour of his celebrated wife, Mum- 
taz Mahl, known as Taj Mahl, who was the mother 
of Jahan Ara. 
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Aurungzebe, though a bigoted Mahomedan, had 
a favourite Christian wife (from Georgia), as testified 
by Orme, Wheeler, and others. He also had many 
Christian slaves and servants. M. Francois Bernier 
was in his service. As this gentleman's name has 
been very often mentioned in the preceding pages, 
I take this opportunity of mentioning (on the authority 
of Lord Macaulay), that after traversing Palestine and 
Egypt, he came to India and resided at the Court of 
Aurungzebe for twelve years as his physician. In 1685 
he visited England. His travels have been very popu- 
lar and frequently republished. He died in 1688. 

Aurungzebe levied the poll-tax, known as jezia^ 
from all non-Moslems; but he exempted Catholic 
priests and their congregation at Agra and elsewhere 
from it, as several original orders which I have seen 
prove. Then, he did not interfere with the allowance 
given to priests for their subsistence from the time of 
Akbar. Aurungzebe's long reign, from 1658 to 1707, 
may be regarded as representing both the culminat- 
ing point of Moghul power and the beginning of its 
decay, for political disintegration commenced imme- 
diately after him. 

In Furrukhseyer's Court, too, the Catholics were 
held in esteem. In order to throw some light on 
the subject, I reproduce an extract from the account 
(preserved by the Government of Madras) of the 
Embassy consisting of Messrs. John Surman and 
Edward Stephenson, which was sent to Delhi in 1715 
by Mr. Hodges, the Governor of Calcutta : **Delhi, 
8th July 171 5. * * ♦ We arrived at Furruckabad 
the 3rd instant (July), where we were met by 
Padre Stephanus bringing two surpaws [dresses of 
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honour], which were received with the usual cere- 
mony by John Surman and Khoja Serhaud,* The 
4th we arrived at Baorapoola, three coss from 
the city, sending the padre before to prepare for our 
reception, that, if possible, we might visit the King 
the first day, even before we went to the house which 
was got for us. Accordingly the 7th, in the morning, 
we made our entry with very good order ; there being 
sent a munsubdar of two thousand, with about 200- 
horse and peons, to meet us, bringing likewise two 
elephants and flags. About the middle of the city 
we were met by the Sallabat Khan Bahadur, and 
were by him conducted to the palace, where we waited 
till about twelve o'clock till the king came out. 

* * * We were very well received," &c. — 
Wheeler's Early Records of British India, There 
could be no better proof of the influence of Catholics 
in the imperial court, and of that influence having 
been used for the benefit of the English, although 
one or two prejudiced writers say to the contrary. 

I hope it will not be considered out of place if I 
add here, that the ascendancy of the English in 
India, as admitted by Mr. Verelst, one of Mr. Warren 
Hastings' predecessors, who left Bengal in the end 
of 1769, is no doubt in the number of those events 

* I presume Khoja Serhaud was an Armenian Catholic. He 
was a merchant in Calcutta. A man bearing the name of Khoja 
Murad, who died in 1808, is buried in the old Catholic Cemetery at 
Agra. Probably the latter was a descendant of the former. The son 
of Khoja Murad, named Jacob, is also buried there. ** Khoja " would 
seeru to be the prenomen of the family which manifestly held a high 
position to the time of the last Emperor. One of them was a comman- 
dant of the troops under Seraj-ud«Dowla when Clive made the latter 
take to his heels at Plassey. 
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which are distinguished by a series of fortunate and 
unforeseen occurrences, not the result of any fixed 
or connected plan of policy. Yet it is none the less 
true that the influence of Catholics in the imperial 
court and their brotherly feeling towards the English 
have had much to do not only with the kind reception 
of the latter at Delhi, but likewise with some of their 
successes eventually. The student of history must 
know the persecution to which the Mangalore Chris- 
tians were subjected for having rendered service to 
the English about the latter end of the last century. 
* * * *The Catholics had assisted the English 
in the siege of Mangalore. The war over, secret 
orders were received by the Sultan's (Tippoo's) 
officials directing a terrible retribution. In one night, 
utterly unwarned, over 60,000 of them, regardless of 
age or sex, were seized in their beds and dragged 
into exile at Seringapatam — a weary march of some 
250 miles — in the custody of fanatical and inhuman 
gaolers. All their Churches were destroyed and their 
property confiscated. Sir David Baird's successful 
assault of Seringapatam liberated the unfortunates, 
then reduced to about. 10,000, who were helped back 
to the West Coast by General Wellesley — afterwards 
the Duke of Wellington. The fall of Tippoo had 
brought about the annexation of South Canara to 
British Dominions, and the peace that has supervened 
since 1799 has allowed the community again to in- 
crease its numbers — now over, 70,000," &c. — Indo- 
European Correspondence, Calcutta, November 15, 1893. 
But to revert to Furrukhseyer's reign. The priests 
continued to receive their allowance, and Christian 
held high positions. 
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During the reign of Mahomed Shah, the English 
applied to " Aliverdi Khan" (this name has been spelt 
differently by different writers), the Nawab of Bengal, 
to be allowed to dig a ditch round Fort William, as 
a defence againsf the Marhattas, and the request was 
readily granted by him. There is a grave, in the old 
Catholic cemetery at Agra, of one Stephen Allaver- 
dee, and another with simply the words " Son of 
Allavardee, master of guns." Evidently these gen- 
tlemen belonc^ed to the family of Aliverdi Khan and 
were all Catholics. There were many other Catholics 
in the imperial service — the famous Gregory Khan 
(one Captain Johannes Gregory is buried in the old 
Catholic cemetery at Agra), Goorgeen Beg (his wife 
and children are buried in the same cemetery), 
Commander Simeon Khan, Khoja or Khwaja Murad 
(these likewise are buried there), and many others — 
who all, as brother Christians, bore good feeling to- 
wards the English. 

Shah Alum, the last of the Moghul (reigning) 
Emperors, endowed lands rent-free to the mission, 
in lieu of the allowance it had received from the time 
of Akbar, and showed various other favours, as 
original sanads prove. The Marhattas, too, during 
their supremacy made grants to the mission. So 
that, during the Moghul empire, from Akbar to Shah 
Alum, the Catholic mission was ** regarded with an 
enlightened interest, and certainly without disfavour" 
[I should say with the greatest favour] " by the Delhi 
Court. More than one of the Moghul Queens and 
Princes are said to have been Christians, and the 
faith was represented both by imperial grants and in 
the imperial seraglio." — Hunter's Indian Empire. 
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There is an instance in which a descendant of the 
great Moghul gave one of his daughters in marriage 
to a Christian gentleman. The Princess Mulka Za- 
mani Begum, the younger daughter of Prince Sula- 
mftn Shikko*, was married to James Gardner, the 
son of Colonel Gardner, of Gardner's Horse (now 
I believe the 2nd Bengal Cavalry), the elder daughter 
having been married to one of the Kings of Oudh. 
The descendants of James Gardner are to be found 
in the District of Etah, Agra Division. They were 
all men of great wealth, but now, except the two 
brothers, Arthur and Samuel, all are in indigent 
circumstances. One of them, Allen Hyde Gardner, 
is a peer of England by inheritance (see Deb, 
Peerage), It pains me to say this old gentleman's 
circumstances are so low that they cannot be lower. 

What with Christian influence in the imperial 
palace, and what with tiie cordial bearing (with few 
exceptions) of Christian officers, alike in the Em- 
peror's service and in the service of Native Chieftains, 
who identified the interests of the British Govern- 
ment with their own welfare, as it were, the English 
had less trouble in making India their own than they 
would otherwise have had. Take a few more names', 
CapUin Manuel Val D'Eremao (a Catholic officer ; 
two of his grandsons are yet living ; one of them, a 
Doctor of Divinity, being a Catholic priest), surrender- 
ed to Lord Lake six forts at Hissar and other 
adjoining places, with seventy pieces of canfion, 
&c. Then, on the declaration of war with Jeypbrfe^ 

* Son oMhe Emperor Shah Alum. He died in 1253 /f/yr/, Bot^ 
h^-apd bis. wife are -buried side by side i^ Akbar's Mausoleum at 
ikuhdra. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^2 REMINISCENCES OF AGRA. 

Fanthome (a French officer and Catholic), and 
Gardner (above alluded to), who both were comman- 
ders in the Jeypore service at the time, expressed 
their determination not to act inimically to the 
British Government, and in consequence immediately 
resigned their commissions and entered the service 
of the English, on the understanding, however, that 
they would not unsheathe their swords against their 
former master. Sir David Ochterlony mentions 
Fanthome having joined the British standard as a 
Captain on or about the ist of October 1803, and 
being placed in command of the Fort of Madhoghur 
on the capitulation of Kanown, where and elsewhere 
he showed valour. Subsequently, as shown by a letter 
from Colonel Pohlmann, dated March i, 1806, Fan- 
thome commanded a Cavalry Regiment When he 
retired on pension, he settled down in Bareilly, in the 
North- Western Provinces, on account of his friend- 
ship with F. Hawkins, Esq., then Commissioner 
and Agent Lieutenant-Governor for Rohilkhund, 
and afterwards Resident of Delhi. A letter from 
this gentleman to Captain Fanthome, dated Decem- 
ber 30, 1 8 14, shows the intimacy which existed 
between them. Here are a few lines from it : ** My 
dear friend, you know perfectly well the sincere 
esteem in which you are held by me, and you also 
must be convinced that nothing but your advantage 
could make me reconcile to the idea of losing your 
company as a member of my family," &c. With the 
permission of Government, Captain Fanthome bought 
extensive estates in Bareilly, and founded a Gunje — 
called Fanthome Gunje — which, with the exception 
of a few shops and a few old trees, is a heap of ruins 
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now, as is the house and garden where he reisided, 
and which was our birth-place. As originally he had 
been brought up for a physician in France, he opened 
a charitable dispensary and hospital at Bareilly (I 
believe that was the first institution of its kind there) 
and practised as a doctor. It appears he acquired 
gi-eat reputation as such, as the following letter to 
him from R. Barleau Pemberton, Esq., dated Nov- 
ember 4, 1822, amply shows : ** My dear Sir, as you 
appear to think my recovery so far completed as to 
render further medical aid unnecessary, permit me to 
request your acceptance of the enclosed draft as a 
sincere, though inadequate, testimony to the grateful 
sense I entertain of your uniformly kind and un- 
wearied attention during the whole of my illness. 
Nor shall I ever forget that when brought almost to 
the grave by the unjustifiable neglect of the medical 
gentlemen of my own country, the skill and friendly 
attention of a foreigner restored me to health. With 
the sincerest wishes for your prosperity and happi- 
ness, and the hope that every man under so severe an 
illne.ss may be equally fortunate in obtaining your 
attendance. Believe me, my dear Sir, yours very 
sincerely, R. Barleau Pemberton." 

He died in 1845, at the advanced age of about 75, 
and was buried with military honours .in the old 
cemetery in the Bareilly Cantonments. I have not 
been to that cemetery for about a quarter century, but 
I believe the slab on his grave is still intact During 
the Mutiny of 1857-58 all family papers were des- 
troyed, and the senior members of the family, too, 
have joined the majority, but I know this much 
that Captain Bernard (this was his Chri.<$tian name) 
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Fanthome had two brothers and one sister. The fwr- 
mer were military officers, and the latter was married 
to a known French physician. In an article by him, 
published in the Asiatic Quarterly Review for January 
1887, page 169, Colonel Kincaid says a few words 
2dK>ut one of the brothers "General Jean Baptiste 
Fanthome ; " and from the Pioneer of May i/th^ 
i886, we find that the fall of the Fanthome family 
*' happened about the same time as the fall of the 
Bourbons in France^ They continued to possess not- 
withstanding very considerable importance." Vicis* 
situdes have reduced most of the descendants of 
Captain Fanthome to the same level, more or less, 
as the descendants of Colonel Gardner above alluded 
to, and the future looks darker still. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE OLD AGRA MISSION TO THE PRESENT 
PERIOD. 

After Father Jerome Xavier and his colleagues, 
mentioned in Chapter II, came other priests, mostly 
Jesuits, some of whom have been mentioned in the 
preceding pages. A few died and were buried in 
the, now called old, cemetery at Agra, the ground for 
which was granted by Akbar about the end of the 
sixteenth century of our Lord, during the incum- 
bency of one Father Joseph, or " Yusuf," and his co- 
adjutors, as mentioned in the Grant. Probably this 
Father Joseph is the Father Joseph da Castro about 
whom I have made some mention above, and whose 
name occurs in the list below. The inscriptions on 
their graves have been hopelessly injured, and the 



followii 


ig are the only names 


I have somehow 


managed to decipher : — 




Padre Lanfiranki 


... Died July 1634. 




Antonio Machado 


... „ April* 1635. 




Franco 


.. „ Aug. 1635. 




Joseph da Castro 


„ Dec. 1646. 




Antonio Cesques 


... „ June 1656. 




Paulo De Mattos 


... „ Sept. 1664. 




Henrico 


„ June 1668. 




Marcus Antonius Santucci 


... „ — 1689. 




Francisco De Cruz 


.« „ May 1742. 




Able Sperger 


... „ Mar. 1761, - 


F, 


RA 


5 
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The following are the epitaphs in Armenian : — 

Father Zakur, Bishop ... ... Died 1615. 

y, Juhannas ... ... „ 1682. 

„ Patros ... ... „ 1683. 

„ Pagdasur or Balthasar ... „ 1689. 

„ Arratoon ... ... ,» 1776. 

Father Gregorio, a Carmelite monk, was one of the- 
last notable priests of the last century. His name 
occurs in many important documents. He baptized 
the famous Begum Sumroo of Sardhana, the relict 
of Walter Reinhardt or Sumroo.* 

Father Gregorio died at Delhi on September 29th^ 
1807, and his grave is to be seen in the old Catholic 
Cemetery on the Rohtuk Road at that place. 

During the two perilous centuries preceding the 
British rule, not only was the outpost of Christianity 
at Agra most miraculously maintained, but even 
new missions were established at other places. For 
instance, the Mission at Surat, about which Dr. Fryer, 
who visited that place in 1674, writes : " Capuchins 
had convents and lived in esteem there." Then, in 
I7I3> the mission of Patna was founded by the 
Capuchin missioners of Thibet, the lives of three of 
whom present there — FF. John (from Brescia), 
Joseph (from Rovetto), and Marcus (from Tomba) — 
were providentially saved during the Patna massacre 
of 1763. The present century is full of remarkable 

* It is said that in obedience to the order of Cassim Ali, the 
expelled Nawab of Bengal, Reinhardt mixed up himself (in October 
1763) in the massacre of British prisoners at Patna, about one hundred 
and fifty in number, after the Nawab's own officers and soldiers had 
nobly refused to commit the black deed, exclaiming, ** they were soldiers 
and not executioners." More about Sumroo and hb Begum in the 
succeeding chapter* 
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events not only in the history of the Catholic, but 
likewise in that of the Protestant mission. 

After the death of Father Gregorio, Agra was made 
the seat of an Episcopal See, and the mission was 
entrusted to the Capuchin Fathers of Thibet. Dr. 
Zenobio Benucci was the first Bishop. Nothing is 
known of his doings, and so all I can say of him is 
that he died in Agra, and his bones repose in the old 
chapel there. 

I would be wanting in fairness if I omitted to 
mention, that it was about this period (I believe ini8i3) 
that one Abdul Masih (Henry Martyn's convert) 
was appointed by the Protestant Church Mission 
Society to commence mission work at Agra. Bishop 
Heber speaks of Abdul Masih thus : " Abdul Masih's 
present appointments as Christian Missionary are 
sixty rupees a month, and of this he gives away at 
least half ! Who can dare to say that this man has 
changed his faith from any interested motives ? He 
is a very good Hindustanee, Persian, and Arabic 
scholar, but knows no English. There is a small 
congregation of Native Christians, converted by Mn 
Corrie when he was Chaplain at Agra, and now kept 
together by Abdul Masih. The earnest desire of 
this good man is to be ordained a clergyman of the 
Church of England, and if God spares his life and 
mine, I hope, during the Ember weeks in this next 
autumn, to confer orders on him. He is every way 
fit for them, and is a most sincere Christian, quite 
free, so far as I could observe, from all conceit or 
enthusiasm. His long Eastern dress, his long grey 
beard, and his calm resigned countenance, give him 
already almost the air of an Apostle." — Narrative pf 
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Journey through the Upper Provinces of Indta^ Jtc.^ by 
Bishop Heber. The good done by Abdul Masih and 
subsequently by the Revd. Mr. J. J. Moore is much 
to be applauded. The Sikandra Orphanage was 
established in about 1839, and the Revd. Mr. C. T. 
Hoernle's name shines bright in connection with it. 
The Hon'ble Mr. Thomson, Lieutenant-Governor of 
the North-Western Provinces, would seem to have 
done much for the institution. The way in which 
orphans are brought up in it is most commendable to 
the missionaries, both ladies and gentlemen, who are 
in charge of them. 

The Sikandra Orphanage has acquired some fame 
for having brought up a boy who was found in the 
den of a wolf. The boy's history, as told by the 
missionaries themselves, is briefly this : Some natives 
while passing a jungle in the Bulundshahr district, 
saw a boy five or six years old crawling about As 
soon as the boy saw the men he ran into a large hole 
close by. On inspection the hole was found to be 
the dwelling place of a wild beast. The Magistrate 
was informed on the subject, and that officer de- 
spatched men to the spot, who, lighting a fire at its 
mouth, filled the cave with choking fumes, and a 
ishe-wolf followed by the boy bound from it. She 
escaped, but he was caught and taken to the Magis^ 
trate who, on the 4th February 1867, sent him to 
the Sikandra Orphanage. 

The boy was, as he is still, speechless, imbecile, 
and in his manners more like an animal than like a 
human being. At first he refused vegetable food 
and accepted only raw meat ; but after a short stay in 
the Orphanage, some of his animal propensities were 
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removed, and he commenced to walk upright, partook 
of vegetable food, and tolerated clothes. On Sep- 
tember 27, 1877, he was baptised, and received the 
name of Sankhar which means Saturday, that being 
the day of his baptism. 

Although void of ordinary reason, he shows signs 
of intelligence, he having an idea of death, and the 
departure of the soul to regions above ; for whenever 
he feels unwell, he puts his hand to his head, feigns to 
be asleep, points first to the earth, and then up again 
to heaven ; thus showing that his mind is not without 
the rays of intelligence to work out the sequence 
of ideas. I have seen the man, now an old boy I 
should say, personally. He is living, and anybody 
having doubts can go and see him. His history 
should stop all sceptical remarks on the part of un- 
believers as to the prophet Daniel having remained in 
the lion's den. God Almighty's works are incom- 
prehensible ! 

* * % % % Ik 

Mgr. Antonino Pezzoni, O.C., who had been one 
of the priests at Sardhana, succeeded Bishop BenuccL 
He was consecrated at Rome in 1826. He trans- 
lated the Bible into the Vernacular, and wrote 
several books for the instruction of Native Chris- 
tians. He resigned in 1841, after having evangelized 
India for more than thirty-five years, with a consti- 
tution broken down by age and infirmities. He died 
October 4, 1844, in the Capuchin Convent of Lugano, 
Switzerland. 

Then came the great Mgr. Guiseppe Antonio 
Borghi of Leghorn, consecrated at Constantinople 
in 1839 as coadjutor of the Vicariate of Agra. This 
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Bishop will ever be remembered in more ways than 
one, inasmuch as his name is associated with works 
never attempted before. 

In the year 1841, at the very outset of Dr. Borghi's 
Episcopacy, the staff of the Agra Mission was rein- 
forced by the arrival of six Capuchins, viz.^ FF. Felix 
from Smyrna, Alexander from Cartona, Michael 
Angelo from Serravezza (afterwards Bishop, and 
eventually the first Archbishop of Agra), Cajetan 
from Pistoia, Marullinus from Ancona, and Lewis 
or Louis from Loretto. To use the words of Dr. 
Borghi, they were all learned men and members of 
most respectable families. Two of them were kept 
at Agra, the others having been sent to Kurnaul, 
Sardhana, and other stations within the Vicariate. 
One was also sent to Cabul where there was a good- 
ly number of Catholics without the comfort of a 
spiritual director. I say this on. the authority of the 
defunct Catholic Herald of Calcutta. 

Many of the Cabul Christians were in the service 
of Maharaja Runjit Singh, the ruler of the Punjab. 
One of them Colonel Moses, or Manuk, was in Agra. 
He died before the Mutiny of 1857-58. There are 
some graves of Cabul Christians in the Agra ceme- 
tery. One of the inscriptions contains the name 
" Khan Khatoon, wife of Manuk, of Cabul." A 
friend of advanced years who knew the family tells 
me she was the mother of the said Colonel Moses. I 
learnt from a Cabul native gentleman some time ago 
that the Church in Cabul had been in existence till 
about the middle of the present century ; that it was 
in a dilapidated state since ; and that the ruins were 
now used as a resort for reprobates. It is painful 
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to think that, under the benumbing influence of 
routine, the " house of prayer has become a den of 
thieves." 

The year 1842 was marked by a host of note- 
worthy events in the annals of the Agra Mission. 
This year opened with a special thanksgiving, on 
Sunday, the 30th January, for the safe delivery of 
our Most Gracious Sovereign Lady Queen Victoria 
of Prince Albert Edward of Wales, and for the long 
preservation of the Royal family. 

Later on. Dr. Borghi built a chapel at Landour 
on the Himalaya. The land was kindly granted by 
Government, and even several of the Protestant 
community liberally assisted by their donations. 

In the same year six nuns came from Lyons at 
Dr. Borghi's invitation, and opened schools for girls 
at Agra. Among them there were two French 
sisters, two Spanish, one German, and one English. 
They were accompanied by an English lady from 
the Loretto House, and M. L' Abb^ Caflarel. The 
letter, which the Superioress of these nuns wrote to 
Dr. Borghi before their departure, is worth reproduc- 
tion. The following is a copy of it : — 

" My Lord, — With the consent of his Eminence the 
Cardinal de Bonald, Archbishop of Lyons, and Supe- 
rior of our religious Order, we accept with the high- 
est acknowledgments the proposal which the Revd. 
M. Rossat, General Procurator of the Hindustanee 
Mission, has made to us in your name. Your Lord- 
ship will hear with pleasure that the scope of our 
institution is the very same as that which you have 
proposed, that is, the education of young females in 
their respective social positions. 
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" We deem ourselves very happy because the Most 
High has vouchsafed to look on us in His mercy, 
and has called us to second (alas ! as far as our 
weakness will permit) the zeal of the venerable pas- 
tor who so charitably invites us to labour for the 
temporal happiness and eternal salvation of the flock 
which Divine Providence has entrusted to his care. 

"With all our heart and soul we will endeavour, 
my Lord, to answer your expectation. I trust that 
the choice we have made of the sisters who will 
compose the little colony will justify the wishes we 
have to promote the glory of God and fulfil the end 
intended by your Lordship. 

" I hope also that your fervent prayers and pas- 
toral blessing will draw on our holy enterprise the 
Benediction of Heaven. 

" In conclusion please, my Lord, to accept our 
best thanks for your kind offer, and receive the 
homage of profound veneration, with which 

" I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 
Lyons ; ^ Your Lordship's most humble 

August 17, 1841. J obedient servant, 

(Sd.) MARIE St. ANDRE, 
Unworthy General Superior- 
ess of the Sisters of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, &c.'*" 

On their arrival, the nuns received a public recep- 
tion, and Dr. Borghi, in the course of an eloquent 
address, said as follows : — 

* * * "They are come," said he, "inflamed 
with divine love, to sacrifice their lives for the salva- 
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tion of your children, and snatch those innocent 
creatures from the pangs of perdition ; for deprived 
of every means of instruction they were exposed to 
the seductions of error and vice. They are come ta 
wipe away the bitter tears of sorrow from the eyes- 
of many an afflicted mother ; to alleviate their ma- 
ternal cares ; nay, even to succeed them in the heavy 
and difficult task of forming the manners and direct- 
ing the minds of children. They are come, in a 
word," he said, " to bring the light of truth and science 
to the present and future generations, and to sow 
into the hearts of your children those seeds of virtue 
which in due time shall produce fruits of temporal 
and eternal happiness." ♦ ♦ * « He adduced rea- 
sons to show why a sound and Christian education 
cannot be given by all kinds of tutors, especially 
by those who are overwhelmed by the distracting^ 
cares of their own families, and that it was very 
difficult for those tutors who are not directed by con- 
scientious motives and have pecuniary advantages 
in view, rather than the glory of God and the wel- 
fare of society, to compete with those who have 
nothing to do with temporal concerns, and conse- 
quently direct all their attention to the one purpose 
to which they have devoted themselves, whose exer- 
tions are entirely directed by conscientious and re- 
ligious motives, and by an ardent charity towards 
their fellow-creatures. His Lordship referred to the 
fact that respectable Protestants both in Europe and 
in India preferred to have their daughters brought 
up in our convents," &c. 

How the expectations of Dr. Borghi and others 
have been answered by the good nuns will be seen 
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from the glowing words expressed by Lord Canning, 
'Governor-General and (first) Viceroy of India, on 
the occasion of his visit to the Convent, a short time 
after the Mutiny of 1857-58 :***"! have long been 
anxious," said his Lordship, "to see these institu- 
tions, having already heard that they were amongst 
the best conducted institutions in India, and I am 
happy to say that I shall now be able to confirm the 
same good report from my own personal experience." 
By the blessing of God, there are several branches of 
the Agra Convent now. 

In the beginning of 1844, while Dr. Borghi was 
away in Europe, another missioner, destined for great 
^nds, joined the Agra Mission. This was Father 
Anastasius Hartmann, O.C, from the Canton of 
Lucerne in Switzerland. He remained but a few 
months in the city of Akbar. Dr. Carli, then Dr. 
Borghi's coadjutor, who administered the mission 
during his absence, posted him to Gwalior where he 
did good work and was loved by his congregation. 
He translated several works into the vernatcular 
language, beneficial alike to the missioners and the 
people. On September 30, 1845, Gregory XVI elected 
him Bishop of Derbe and first Vicar- Apostolic of the 
newly-erected Vicariate of Patna. He was consecrated 
by Dr. Borghi at Agra on the isth March 1846. 

It was also during Dr. Borghi's Vicariate that a 
Father Francis (from Lyons) accompained the British 
troops in the famous Punjab war. The reader 
can form some idea of the sufferings of this poor 
priest in that campaign when Lord Hardinge, the 
Governor-General of India, who was with the troops, 
wrote of his own hardships to a member of his family 
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in the following terms : "The night of the 2ist was 
the most extraordinary of my life. I bivouacked with 
the men, without food or covering, and our nights are 
bitter cold. A burning camp in our front, our brave 
fellows lying down under a heavy cannonade which 
continued during the whole night, mixed with the 
wild cries of the Sikhs, our English hurrah, the 
tramp of •men, and the groans of the dying." How 
infinitely more must have Father Francis endured ! 
He traversed deserts of deep heavy sand on foot, and 
suffered not only from fatigue, but likewise from 
hunger and thirst. Nevertheless he never showed the 
slightest laxity in the performance of either bodily 
or spiritual work. In the well-known sanguinary 
battle of Moodkee, which was fought on the i8th 
December 1845, at a time when the Sikhs, — who had 
been long taught by Messrs. Allard and Court, and 
the Signors Ventura and Avitabili during Maharaja 
Runjit Singh's reign, — were pouring in upon the 
British troops a deadly shower of shot and grape, 
and the battle was at its fiercest, Father Francis was 
going about giving the last consolations of religion to 
the wounded and the dying. During the night of the 
same day, while engaged in this work, he was seen 
by a sentry kneeling by the side of a wounded soldier, 
and that sentry mistaking him for a marauder shot 
him dead on the spot. His body was found the fol- 
lowing morning near the dead and the dying. I have 
read Sir Hugh Gough's report on the victory at 
Moodkee, and, if my memory does not fail me, I 
think no mention is made in it about this humble yet 
holy priest. The Catholic records, however, bear me 
out 
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Dr. Borghi founded St. Peter's College at Agra in 
1846. and built the Cathedral which he consecrated in 
1849, in which year he retired, having immortalized 
his name in the Agra Mission. He was then nomi- 
nated Bishop of Cartona in Tuscany, where he died 
July 31, 1851. His bust and a tablet have been placed 
in the Agra Cathedral to perpetuate his memory. 

Dr. Gaetano Carli (consecrated at Agra in 1843 
as coadjutor) succeeded Dr. Borghi. 

In 1853, I^r- Carli purchased an estate at Mus- 
soorie on the Himalaya, known as " Manor House." 
This estate was once the property of the Raja of 
Teree. Afterwards it came into the hands of Pro- 
testant missionaries, and later on it was the residence 
of the Maharaja Duleep Singh, the son of His High- 
ness Maharaja Runjit Singh, the ruler of the Punjab,, 
called by Lord Macaulay, " The Lion of the Punjab." 
When Duleep Singh left for England, it came inta 
the hands of the Catholic Mission. " Besides the 
chapel and school-house, long disused as such, there 
were two bungalows on the plateau of the higher 
hill, which had been used as the private residence of 
the Maharaja and his female relatives, and which 
were separated by a garden and open plot of ground. 
These two houses form the site of St. George's 
College, Manor House. Little did Dr. Carli think 
that from such, a small beginning as a couple of rude 
bungalows, there would arise, thirty years later, build* 
ings which, on the score of commodiousness, grandeur 
of proportion, and splendour of design, would vie 
with any similar structure in these Provinces. In 
March 1853, the new College opened with happy 
auspices under its first Principal, the Rev. Father 
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Barry." The building has since been greatly enlarg- 
ed, capable of accommodating more than two hun- 
dred boys, and the education and training is very 
superior. Official reports speak very highly of the 
moral and educational merits of the College. Spe- 
cial credit is due to the Revd. Father James Doogan 
who was Principal of the College from 1885 to 1893. 
In the latter year the College was made over by His 
Grace the Archbishop of Agra, Dr. Emmanuel Van 
den Bosch, to the Irish Christian Brothers. 

In 1856 Bishop Carli resigned and left Agra. 

Mgr. Persico was the next Bishop. He had 
been a Secretary to Bishop Hartmann (above-men* 
tioned) who, in one of his letters to the Secretary 
to the Government of India, dated December 20 
J 862, speaks of him in the following terms: "My 
Secretary, the Very Revd. J. Persico, afterwards 
Bishop and Vicar -Apostolic of Agra, tried his utmost 
if he could allow Catholic parents to send their 
children to the Lawrence Asylum. For his liberal 
views and accomplished qualities, he was very highly 
esteemed by the Government both at Bombay and 
at Agra, and by the Protestant gentry at large, " &c. 
Bishop Persico's services to the sick and wounded in 
the Agra Fort during the Mutiny of 1857-58 have 
been duly acknowledged in the Government Gazetteer 
of the North-Western Provinces, vol. vii (Agra). 
While Bishop Persico distinguished himself at Agra, 
Onder the eye of that distinguished statesman, the 
Hon'ble Mr. John Colvin, Lieutenant-Governor of 
the N.-W. Provinces, who died in the Agra Fort 
during that time, two of his priests, Father Moran, 
Chaplain of Jullunder, and Father Bertrand, Chaplain 
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of Umballa, displayed genuine Christian bravery and 
made themselves generally useful in the siege of 
Delhi. The Very Revd. Father Lewis, O.C, was 
Bishop Persico's Pro- Vicar. This good priest's work 
is mentioned at length in an address sent by the 
residents of Agra to his Eminence Cardinal Bamabo, 
Prefect of the Congregation De Propaganda Fide.* 
After a long absence on account of his failing health, 
Bishop Persico retired in 1861. 

*To 

HIS FMINENCE CARDINAL BARNABO, PREFECT OF 
THE SACRED CONGREGATION DE PROPAGANDA 
FIDE, &c., &c., 
Most Eminent Prince, 

We, the Catholics of Agra in Hindustan, beg to salute your 
sacred purple, and through the medium of your Eminence to present 
ourselves as earnest petitioners before the Sacred Congregation de Pro- 
paganda Fide. 

In the first place, we tender to the Sacred Congr^ation and the Holy 
See our humble obedience, professing our instant readiness to abide 
always by whatever may be ordained by the Holy See touching Faith, 
Morals, and Discipline, and to receive willingly all mandates and 
dispositions that the Sacred Congregation may think it meet to issue 
for the well-being of the Holy Church in these countries. 

We have learnt with the deepest grief that the health of our late 
venerated and beloved Bishop has been such that the Holy See has 
judged it fitting to relieve him firom the onerous duties of this great 
and important Vicariate, the second in magnitude after that which 
enjoys the proud prerogative of being " The Head and Mother of all 
the Churches of the Eternal City and the whole world." 

Knowing that the solicitude of the Sacred Congregation "will not 
long leave our Vicariate an orphan, we hasten to present certain facts 
for the consideration of the Eminent Members of the Sacred Congre» 
gation, which may perhaps influence them in kindly granting what» 
we may say, is the earnest wish of all the Catholics of this Vicariate. 

Whilst, as we have said, we are most willing to receive with ready^ 
obedience whatever master it may seem well to their Eminences to 
appoint over this portion of our Lord's vineyard, yet we would wish. 
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Mgr. Angelicus Bedenik of Kopreinitz, who had 
likewise been Dr. Hartmann's Secretary at Bombay^ 

to submit that there are very strong and valid reasons why the united 
honour and burden of the Agra Vicariate- Apostolic should be bestowed 
on the present venerable and excellent adannistrator of the Vicariate, 
the Very Revd. Father Lewis, o.c. 

These reasons we will, with the kind permission of your Eminence, 
briefly state : — 

I. For nearly four years, Father Lewis has been virtually the- 
Bishop of the Agra Vicariate, inasmuch as the terrible mutiny which- 
devastated India in the year 1857, so desolated our missions, by the 
destruction of churches and institutions and the martyrdom of priests, 
that our venerable Bishop was compelled, by the necessities of his people 
and by the strong counsel of the Holy Father himself, to proceed ta 
Europe, there to solicit, in an arduous and painful pilgrimage, the 
charitable assistance of our Catholic brethren towards repairing our 
desolate condition. During the long term of the Bishop's absence^ 
and during all the perils of that period of danger and dismay, Father 
Lewis administered with admirable activity and foresight the affairs of 
the mission, providing for all the churches, and carrying on the works 
of religion almost uninterruptedly. We were all witnesses how, during 
a detention of seven months in the Fort of Agra, he ministered in 
every possible way to the well-being of those under his charge. He 
comforted the sorrowful ; he provided, under immense difficulties, food 
and clothing for our orphans ; he constantly discharged the duties of 
his priestly ministry by dispensing as usual the Sacraments of the 
Church, by attending the sick in hospital, and by tending with his own 
hands the wounded soldiers, as they were carried back bleeding from 
the field of battle. 

When the storm of mutiny had subsided, he found all our churches 
and orphanages complete ruins ; but not sitting down to wring his- 
hands in idle lamentation, he began to work with earnest zeal, and 
already within four years of the catastrophe, the glory of the second 
Temple surpasses that of the first, our churches are rebuilt ; the sacred 
vessels, the vestments of our priests, the decprations of the altars, the 
furniture of the House of God, which has been utterly destroyed, are 
now all restored to more than their pristine splendour ; and all this 
has been accomplished almost by the single-handed efforts of Father 
Lewis, who, to our great edification and almost to our sorrow, has 
subjected himself to unceasing labours by day and night, often passing. 
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was consecrated at Rome in 1861, and nominated 
Bishop of Leuca. When Bishop Persico retired, he 
was appointed Vicar-Apostolic of Agra. It was in 
the commencement of Dr. Bedenik's Vicariate that 
the first Apostolic Visitor, Mgr. Clement Bonnaud, 
Vicar-Apostolic of Pondicherry, came to Agra. This 
distinguished prelate died of cholera at Benares on 
his way to Patna, and was buried there. The Apos- 
tolic visitation was then entrusted to his Lordship 
Mgr. Charbonneaux, Vicar- Apostolic of Mysore. 

It was also during the incumbency of Dr. Bedenik 
that Allahabad, Cawnpore, Sitapore, Jhansi, Saugor, 
Bhopal, and a few other places were finally separated 
from the Agra Mission and placed under the jurisdic- 
tion of that of Patna. 

whole nights without rest, in order to hasten on the work of re-edifica- 
tion. But if he pained himself for God's sake to construct the Church 
in this country, he must be already recompensed in the success which 
has crowned his efforts ; if he has sown in tears, at least he has already 
begun to reap in joy. 

When again our late Bishop was obliged to return suddenly to Europe 
on account of the shattered state of his health, the government of 
the Vicariate ad interim was again entrusted to Father Lewis, and he 
has administered it ever since with the same diligence and success. 

We would beg that when the time comes for appointing a successor 
to our late beloved Bishop, the merits of Father Lewis, which are so 
well-known to his flock, would weigh with their Eminences in inducing 
them to elect him to the responsibility of this high office, as one in 
whom the affections and confidence of so many are placed. But while 
it is our earnest prayer and hope that we may have our well-loved 
Father appointed over us, we at once submit to any decision to which 
jthe Sacred Congr^ation may arrive. 

Most Eminent Prince, we have the honour to be, &c., &c 
(Signed in behalf of the Meeting), 

JAMES REBELLO, 
ChcUrman, 
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Dr. Bedenik had been ailing for a long time. Dr. 
Hartmann hearing of his state hastened to him, but 
he arrived too late ; Dr. Bedenik had breathed his 
last two hours before. This was on the second day 
of November 1865. This year would seem to have 
been particularly unfortunate for the prelates of the 
Church. In June the Archbishop of Calcutta too had 
died ; and even the head of the Anglican Church, 
Dr. Cotton, met his death in the floods of an Indian 
river. Dr. Bedenik is spoken of very highly by those 
who have seen him. 

In 1867, Father Michael Angelo Jacopi was con- 
secrated and appointed Vicar-Apostolic of Agra. 
In 1887, this worthy Bishop was installed as the first 
Archbishop of Agra. He died at Mussoorie on the 
13th October 1891, at the advanced age of seventy- 
nine, after having been a priest for fifty-five years, 
fifty of which had been devoted to service in India. 
His remains were brought to Agra and buried in the 
Cathedral. The painful duty of presiding at the 
mournful obsequies devolved on his Lordship Dr. 
Pe$ci, Vicar-Apostolic of Allahabad. His Lordship 
was present during his Grace's last illness. Arch- 
bishop Jacopi's memory is cherished with reverence 
and affection by all who knew him. His bust is 
kept in the Cathedral. 

In May 1892, Mgr. Emmanuel Van den Bosch, 
O.C, then Bishop of Lahore, succeeded the late 
Archbishop at the young age of about thirty-seven. 
It would be premature to record anything about 
his Grace's administration at present. May God 
grant him a long life and spiritual and bodily strength 
to tend the flock entrusted to him for very many 
F, RA 6 
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years to come, and to keep up the traditions of the 
exalted office which has been conferred on him by 
the great Leo XIII. 

The following is a list of Priests and Bishops buried 
in Agra, either in the Church-yard or in the 
Church itself: — 

In the Old Church-yard. 

1. Father Joseph Tieffentali, s.j. He has 

left an Historical and Geographical 
Description of Hindustan in German ; 
as also a work in French. Renowned 
for his learning, &c. .•. ... Died 5th July 1785. 

2. Father F. X. Wendell, s.j. His name 

occurs in one of the Firmans of the 

Emperor Shah Alum of Delhi ... „ 29th Mar. 1803. 

3. Brother William ... ... „ 7th Dec 1874. 

4. Father B. Christie, t.o.s.f. ... „ 29th May 1881, 

Inside the Old Church, 

1. The Right Revd. Dr. Zenobio Benucci. „ 

2. Father Adeodatus ... ... „ i8th Oct, 1827. 

AT.^.— There are a few other graves without inscriptions. 

Inside the Cathedral, 

1. Father Bonaventura, O.s.F.c. ... „ 15th Ap. i8;2. 

2. „ Celsus, O.S.F.C. ... ... „ 2ist Nov. i860. 

3. The Right Revd. Dr. Angelicus Bedenik, 

o. M.S. E.G., Bishop of Leuca & Vicar- 
Apostolic of Agra ... ... „ 2nd Nov. 1865. 

4. Father Angeli Maria, o.c. ... „ 27111 Jan. 1878. 

5. „ Laurentii, O.s.F.c. ... „ 26th July 1883. 

6. ,, Cornelius, O.c. ... ... „ 21st Dec. 1884. 

7. „ Joseph Harkins, O.s F.c. ... ,, 1st Dec. 1888. 

8. The Most Revd. Dr. Michael Angelo 

Jacopi, o.c. ... ... „ 13th Oct. 1891. 

9. Father Rogers, O.c. ..- ... „ 2Sth May 1894. 

10. „ Conrad, o.c. ... ... „ 28th Sept. „ 

N.B, — Father Conrad came out in 185 1. He was a personal friend 

of mine. His saintly life obtained for him the high esteem of men of 
all classes, and if I conld only mention his virtues I should be the 
medium of a great benefit to the world. He died in his seventieth 
year. May his soul, and the souls of all mentioned in this book, by 
the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
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I may take this opportunity of mentioning, for 
future reference, that in January 1894, a Provincial 
Synod or Council was held at Agra by his Excellency 
the Delegate Apostolic Mgr. Ladislas Zaleski. The 
Council consisted of his Excellency the Delegate and 
his Secretary and Theologian ; his Grace the Arch- 
bishop of Agra with his Secretary ; their Lordships 
the Bishops of Allahabad and Lahore, with their 
respective Secretaries ; and the Prefects Apostolic 
of Cashmere, Rajpootana, and Bettiah. Mgr. Zaleski 
is a worthy representative of Pope Leo XIII. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

SARDHANA IN THE AGRA ARCHDIOCESE. 

Walter Reinhardt, about whom some mention 
has already been made, was a native of Treves in 
the Duchy of Luxembourg, and by other accounts of 
Salsburg in the Bavarian Tyrol. He came out to 
India as a private soldier in the French East India 
Company's service. When Clive surprised and seized 
the French settlement at Chandernagore in May 1757, 
Reinhardt was one of the small body of French- 
men who, under Monsieur Law, refused to abide by 
the surrender. He then received protection from 
the Nawab of Bengal. After the capture of his 
gallant chief, in 1761, Reinhardt took service 
under Gregory Khan, the Armenian General of 
Meer Cassim, then Governor of Behar. A series of 
revolutions brought Meer Cassim into prominence, 
and he was appointed by the English as the Nawab of 
Bengal. It was in Meer Cassim's service that 
Reinhardt rose to distinction under the name of 
" Sumroo," which is the native corruption of " Le 
Sombre" — a title which Reinhardt received from 
his European comrades on account of his swarthy 
complexion and the sombre cast of his countenance. 
He was engaged in various battles. 
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SUMROO AND HIS BEGUM. 8$ 

In 1767, one Zeib-ul-nissa Begum, daughter of a 
Lutf AH Khan, a fallen nobleman of Arabian origin, 
residing in the town of Kotana, in the Meerut District, 
was united to him in marriage by all the forms con- 
sidered necessary by Mahomedans when married to 
persons of a different religion from their own. She 
always accompanied him in his wanderings and 
campaigns. There was no issue of their marriage ; but 
Sumroo had a son, Zaffer Yab Khan by name, by 
another Mahomedan woman who became insane and 
remained so to the day of her death in 1838. 

In 1773, Sardhana (near Meerut) was given in 
sovereignty to Sumroo by Shah Alum, the Moghul 
Emperor. 

Sumroo died on May 4, 1778. He was the Civil 
and Military Governor of Agra at the time. His 
remains were interred in the old Catholic cemetery 
there. His mausoleum, still in good condition, is a 
handsome octagon building surmounted by a low 
dome. The epitaph, very roughly carved, is in 
Portuguese. There is also a Persian chronogram in 
flowery style. 

After Sumroo's death, his wife, the Begum, was 
installed by Shah Alum in his place at Sardhana. 
Three years later she was baptized at Agra, on the 
7th May 1781, under the name of Joanna, by the Rev. 
Father Gregorio, a Carmelite monk. On the same 
occasion Sumroo's son was baptized, and received 
the name of Walter Balthazar Reinhardt. In 1793, 
the Begum married Le Vaisseau, a French officer in 
her service, the marriage having been solemnized by 
the same Rev. Father Gregorio. But two years had 
scarcely passed when a conspiracy was formed to 
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depose the Begum. Her troops mutinied, and when 
she saw symptoms of mischief, she, in order to escape 
indignity at the hands of the insurgents, stabbed 
herself in the chest with a dagger, while Le Vaisseau 
putting the muzzle of a pistol into his mouth blew 
out his brains. Le Vaisseau was a corpse, but the 
Begum recovered ; and as she had anticipated, she 
was subjected to various tortures. The insurgents 
installed Sumroo's son. But the Mahratta Governor 
at Delhi interposed, and the Begum was reinstated. 

Sumroo's son died at Delhi in 1803 and was buried 
by the side of his father in the old cemetery at Agra. 
He had been married to Julia Anne, the daughter of 
Captain Le Fevre, and had a son and a daughter 
named respectively Aloisius and Julia Anne. The boy 
died before his father, on the 30th October 1802, and 
was buried in the old Catholic Church in Agra, as 
shown by a monumental inscription still existing. 
The girl Julia Anne, born on 19th November 1789, 
was married in 1806 to Colonel Dyce. There was a 
numerous issue of this marriage ; but on the death of 
Mrs. Dyce, 13th June 1820, only one son and two 
daughters were living. The daughters, Georgiana and 
Anna Maria, were given in marriage on the 3rd Octo- 
ber 1 83 1, the former to Mr. Solaroli, the latter to Mr. 
Troup. The son, whose name was David Ochterlony 
Dyce Sombre, born on the i8th December 1808, was 
adopted and appointed by the Begum as her heir. 

The Begum built a magnificent church at Sardhana 
at a cost of about four lakhs of rupees, and dedicated 
it to the Blessed Virgin Mary. In 1822, she had 
the gratification of seeing it consecrated and opened 
by Mgr. Pezzoni, the then Vicar-Apostolic of Agra. 
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In Meerut, too, she built a chapel for the use of 
British Catholic soldiers stationed there. Letters 
from His Holiness Pope Gregory XVI, with valuable 
tokens, were received by her a short time previous to 
her death which took place on the 27th January 1836. 
She was buried in the church at Sardhana. On the 
third anniversary of her demise, Mr. Dyce Sombre 
being then in Rome, wished to honour her memory 
by obsequies suited at once to her rank and to his 
own affection. This was done in the Church of San 
Carlo in the Corso : High Mass was celebrated and a 
pathetic funeral oration delivered by the learned Dr. 
(subsequently Cardinal) Wiseman, then Principal of 
the English College at Rome. A short time subse- 
quently Mr. Dyce Sombre went to England. There 
he married the Hon'ble Mary Anne Jervis on the 
26th September 1840; but of this marriage there 
was no issue. He died in London on the ist July 
1851. His remains were brought to Sardhana and 
deposited by the side of the Begum. 

At the time the Begum died, the congregation of 
Native Christians at Sardhana was reckoned at about 
two thousand souls. This speaks volumes in praise 
of the work of the priests who first came out. 
Sardhana has been annexed to the British territory ; 
but Catholic priests are still there, and the congrega- 
tion continues to enjoy the benefit of regular minis- 
trations. 
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